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There are Three that Bear There are Three that Bear There are Three that Bear There are Three that Bear 

Witness in EarthWitness in EarthWitness in EarthWitness in Earth
The Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these

three agree in one.
If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is

greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath
testified of his Son.

He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness
in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a
liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of
his Son. And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

I John 5:8-11
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The Law Is Good, The Law Is Good, The Law Is Good, The Law Is Good, 
If a Man Use It LawfullyIf a Man Use It LawfullyIf a Man Use It LawfullyIf a Man Use It Lawfully

I Timothy 1:8

T
he proper use of the
Law and Gospel has
always been a place of
misunderstanding and

misuse by some people, and
has therefore resulted in detri-
ment to God’s children. I have,
by God’s grace and with a
prayer that He will enlighten
me, endeavored to clarify, by
God’s Word, what is the lawful
use of the Law and of the Gos-
pel.

First I will quote from the
words of Martin Luther, speci-
fying that we follow only those
teachings of Luther’s that are
soundly founded on God’s
Word. This practice should
apply to the words of all
preachers and teachers, for it
is written, Let God be true, but
every man a liar. (Romans
3:4) With this understanding,
I quote the following passage
from Luther’s writings on
Galatians:

Dividing Law and Gospel:
Theological Maturity
This difference between

the Law and the Gospel is the
height of knowledge in Chris-
tendom. Every person and all
persons who assume, or glory

in, the name of Christian
should know and be able to
state this difference. If this
ability is lacking, one cannot
tell a Christian from a heathen
or a Jew; of such supreme im-
portance is this differentiation.

This is why St. Paul so
strongly insists on a clean-cut
and proper differentiation
among Christians of these two
doctrines, the Law and the
Gospel. To be sure, both are
God’s Word: the Law, or the
Ten Commandments, and the
Gospel; the latter first given by
God in Paradise, the former on
Mount Sinai. But everything
depends on the proper differ-
entiation of these two mes-
sages, and on not mixing them
together; otherwise one will
know and retain the proper
understanding of neither the
one nor the other; nay, while
under the impression of having
both, one will have neither.

Therefore, place the man
who is able nicely to divorce
the Law from the Gospel at the
head of the list and call him a
Doctor of Holy Scripture, for
without the Holy Spirit, the
attainment of this differentia-
tion is impossible.
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Martin Luther
New Year’s Sermon of

1532 on Galatians 3:23-24

Again from Martin Luther:

What is Intended for
Whom?

An amazing thing it is, and
one unheard-of in this world,
to teach Christians to learn to
ignore the Law; to live before
God as if there were no Law.
Yet, unless you ignore the Law
and are firmly convinced in
your heart that there is no Law
and no wrath of God—but only
grace and mercy for Christ’s
sake—you cannot be saved, for
by the law is the knowledge of
sin. (Romans 3:20) Again, the
Law and its works must be
urged in the world as if there
were no promise and no grace.
And this must be done because
of the stubborn, proud, and
tough. Before their eyes noth-
ing must be set but the Law, so
that they may be terrified and
humbled.

Both the word of grace and
the world of wrath must be
rightly divided, according to
the Apostle. Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. (II Timothy
2:15)

Luther’s Introductory
Remarks to 

His Commentary of 1531
on Galatians

Often the third use of the
Law is referred to as if it would
be Scriptural. This statement
concerning the three uses of
the Law is a manmade doc-
trine. 

The Scripture speaks of
only two uses of the Law: 

First Use of the Law, 
According to the

Scriptures
To reveal sin to the un-

godly.
For by the law is the

knowledge of sin. (Romans
3:20) 

I had not known sin, but
by the law. (Romans 7:7)

Second Use of the Law,
According to the

Scriptures
To mete out punishment.
The wages of sin is death.

(Romans 6:23)
I was alive without the law

once: but when the command-
ment came, sin revived, and I
died. (Romans 7:9) 

The soul that sinneth, it
shall die. (Ezekiel 18:20) 

Third Use of the Law,
Not According to the

Scriptures
The Law is a norm and

guide for God’s children.
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(No Scripture can be found
to support this teaching.) 

The Law knows no mercy;
only condemnation and judg-
ment. The Law is fulfilled for
us in Christ Jesus. For what
the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful flesh, and
for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh: That the righteousness
of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.
(Romans 8:3-4)

What happens to the Law
once we become Children

of God?
I will put my laws into

their mind, and write them in
their hearts: (Hebrews 8:10) 

Their sins and their iniqui-
ties will I remember no more.
(Hebrews 8:12) 

Christ is the end of the law
for righteousness to every one
that believeth. (Romans 10:4)

There is verily a disannul-
ling of the commandment go-
ing before for the weakness
and unprofitableness thereof.
(Hebrews 7:18) 

 What does disannul
mean? According to all ac-
cepted dictionaries, it means to
“annul utterly.” Annul means
“to make void, abolish, cancel,
invalidate, to reduce to noth-

ing, obliterate.”
Tell me, ye that desire to be

under the law, do ye not hear
the law? For it is written, that
Abraham had two sons, the
one by a bondmaid, the other
by a freewoman. But he who
was of the bondwoman was
born after the flesh; but he of
the freewoman was by prom-
ise. Which things are an alle-
gory: for these are the two
covenants; the one from the
mount Sinai, which gendereth
to bondage, which is Agar. For
this Agar is mount Sinai in
Arabia, and answereth to Je-
rusalem which now is, and is
in bondage with her children.

But Jerusalem which is
above is free, which is the
mother of us all. For it is writ-
ten, Rejoice, thou barren that
bearest not; break forth and
cry, thou that travailest not:
for the desolate hath many
more children than she which
hath an husband.

Now we, brethren, as
Isaac was, are the children of
promise. But as then he that
was born after the flesh perse-
cuted him that was born after
the Spirit, even so it is now.

Nevertheless what saith
the scripture? Cast out the
bondwoman and her son: for
the son of the bondwoman
shall not be heir with the son
of the freewoman.

So then, brethren, we are
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not children of the bond-
woman, but of the free.

Stand fast therefore in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of
bondage. (Galatians 4:21-5:1)

The bondmaid, Agar, pic-
tures to us the works of the
Law.  The freewoman pictures
to us God’s grace. We are told
to cast out the bondwoman
and her son (cast out the con-
demnation of the Ten Com-
mandment Law) for it cannot
be heir with the Son of the
promise (grace).

He concludes: Stand fast
therefore in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free,
and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondage.

Wherefore she said unto
Abraham, Cast out this bond-
woman and her son: for the
son of this bondwoman shall
not be heir with my son, even
with Isaac. 

And the thing was very
grievous in Abraham’s sight
because of his son. And God
said unto Abraham, Let it not
be grievous in thy sight be-
cause of the lad, and because
of thy bondwoman; in all that
Sarah hath said unto thee,
hearken unto her voice; for in
Isaac shall thy seed be called.
(Genesis 21:10-12)

Paul wrote to the Hebrews:
If therefore perfection were by

the Levitical priesthood, (for
under it the people received
the law), what further need
was there that another priest
should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called
after the order of Aaron? For
the priesthood being changed,
there is made of necessity a
change also of the law. (He-
brews 7:11-12)

The priesthood of the
Levites was changed to the
Royal Priesthood, of which
every child of God is a par-
taker. He that entereth in by
the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. (John 10:2)

All things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself
by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of rec-
onciliation; To wit, that God
was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself, not imput-
ing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed
unto us the word of reconcilia-
tion. (II Corinthians 5:18-19)
This is the Royal Priesthood.
Therefore, there is of necessity
a change in the Law. The
change in the Law is from that
which was written on tables of
stone and which carried con-
demnation to that which is
written in the heart and knows
only mercy to the sinner.

If the Law of condemna-
tion is urged on God’s chil-
dren, it will bring them back
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continually into bondage. But
when it is written in the heart
by the indwelling Spirit, it
leads us into all truth, and does
not give any freedom for the
flesh—contrary to what some
may believe. What shall we
say then? Is the law sin? God
forbid. Nay, I had not known
sin, but by the law. (Romans
7:7)

Is the law then against the
promises of God? God forbid:
for if there had been a law
given which could have given
life, verily righteousness
should have been by the law.
But the scripture hath con-
cluded all under sin, that the
promise by faith of Jesus
Christ might be given to them
that believe. (Galatians 3:21-
22)

Moses was a picture of the
Law, and as such, could not
bring the people into the
Promised Land. Joshua (a pic-
ture of Jesus) had to bring
them into the Promised Land.

Jesus, when He was born
into this world, was wrapped
in swaddling clothes, which
were tight bands. When Jesus
died and was buried, He once
again was wrapped in tight
bands, the grave clothes. When
Peter came to the tomb after
Jesus rose, he made known
that the linen was neatly lying
in the tomb. This is also a pic-
ture of the Law and its pur-

pose. Our Lord was rapped in
the Law from his birth to his
death to fulfill it in our behalf.
But after He arose, the Law
was left at the place of death.

Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justi-
fied by faith. But after that
faith is come, we are no longer
under a schoolmaster.
(Galatians 3:24-25)

But we know that the law
is good, if a man use it law-
fully; Knowing this, that the
law is not made for a righ-
teous man, but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the un-
godly and for sinners. (I Timo-
thy 1:8-9)

“The law is not made for
a righteous man.”

Stand fast therefore in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of
bondage. (Galatians 5:1)

Be sure that this by no
means is to indicate that sin
should not be preached
against, but that all of God’s
Word would be rightly divided,
to the salvation of the souls of
all people. May God help us to
stand always on his Word.

God’s peace,
Bill Warren

Wadena, Minnesota
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New BirthNew BirthNew BirthNew Birth
or Regenerationor Regenerationor Regenerationor Regeneration

R
egeneration is ex-
pressed in Scripture as
being born again.
J e s u s  s p o k e  t o

Nicodemus and said, Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again. (John
3:7) This birth is from above,
as John the Baptist testified: A
man can receive nothing, ex-
cept it be given him from
heaven. (John 3:27)

The Scripture also renders
it being quickened, for: You
hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins.
(Ephesians 2:1)  Also it is
called Christ being formed in
the heart, as Paul wrote thus:
And because ye are sons, God
hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts, crying,
Abba, Father. (Galatians 4:6)

We can compare this spirit
of adoption to that which hap-
pens to an immigrant to a new
land. I observed this in my
grandmother’s story, who went
through the process of natural-
ization. She rejoiced when she
became a full citizen of this
nation. She was very proud of
her citizenship, and exercised
her voting rights. She received
the true spirit of an American
citizen. On the other hand,
there may be some immigrants

who go through all the natural-
ization requirements and pro-
cesses who never receive the
true spirit of the nation in
which they live. Their alle-
giance and sentiments remain
toward their old country.

God gives this spirit of
adoption, or the spirit of Son-
ship, of the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, which now cry,
Abba, Father. This is regenera-
tion or new birth — being born
from above. It is a partaking of
the divine nature, as Peter
wrote: Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature, having es-
caped the corruption that is in
the world through lust. (II Pe-
ter 1:4)

The cause of new birth or
regeneration rests with the
Spirit of God. That man is not
the author of it is evident, par-
ticularly when we consider the
state or condition in which
man is before regeneration
takes place: a state of helpless-
ness, inability, or ignorance. 

Nicodemus was not able to
understand of what Jesus
spoke. Nicodemus saith unto
him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter
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the second time into his
mother’s womb, and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel
not that I said unto thee, Ye
must be born again. (John
3:4-7)

Our natural birth is quite
easy to observe and under-
stand. We see a newly-born
child, we know the parents of
the child, and so on. We recog-
nize that the child has the ap-
pearance of one or both par-
ents. The child has been born
to them, and of them; that is,
of their flesh.

Spiritual birth has many
recognizable aspects as well. It
is a new creation or production
which is denied to be of men,
as man cannot produce it. It is
declared to be of God. But as
many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name. (John
1:12) Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for
his seed remaineth in him: and
he cannot sin, because he is
born of God. (I John 3:9) 

Just as certainly, then, is
the fact that our fleshly por-
tion—which is born after the

flesh and in the image of
man—can only sin and do no
righteousness. As Paul wrote,
They are all gone out of the
way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one.
(Romans 3:12) On the other
hand, that which is born of
God also cannot sin because its
seed — its origin — is holy.
Therefore, it has been created
in the image of God. It is there-
fore holy, not having come
forth from a corruptible seed,
but an incorruptible.

The instrument that causes
this new creation is the Word
of God. Of his own will begat
he us with the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of
first fruits of his creatures.
(Or, his creation.) (James
1:18) Paul wrote, For though
ye have ten thousand
instructers in Christ, yet have
ye not many fathers: for in
Christ Jesus I have begotten
you through the gospel. (I Co-
rinthians 4:15)

“In Christ Jesus 
I have begotten you 
through the gospel.”

The evidences of new birth
are: 

1. Conviction of sin - the
conscience having been awak-
ened or quickened.
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2. Holy sorrow, or sor-
row after a godly sort (sorrow
unto repentance) or made
sorry after a godly manner.
(II Corinthians 7:9)

3. Deep humility or
humbleness of mind. Put on
therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffer-
ing. (Colossians 3:12)

4. Knowledge - Grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. (II Peter 3:18) If there
is evident growth in the knowl-
edge of our Savior Jesus
Christ, we know that birth has
already taken place. What can
grow unless it has first been
conceived and born?

5. Faith - a confident trust
that rests in God for all good.
This is one of the principles of
the doctrine of Christ as listed
in Hebrews 6:1-2. This faith
has to do with the fundamental
need of sinful man, a firm reli-
ance on God, a humble trust in
Him for the forgiveness of sin,
and a reception unto his favor
because of the merits of Christ
through which alone it can be
obtained. Thus, the soul of sin-
ful man casts itself by faith
upon the grace of God alone
for its salvation, rejecting ev-
ery other refuge. Faith appre-
hends Christ or Christ appre-
hends man. Such a belief in the

words of the Gospel by the en-
abling power of the Spirit of
God leads us to Christ, to trust
in his merits, to commit the
care and keeping of our soul
into his hand with the confi-
dence that He is both willing
and able to save us. Such a liv-
ing faith must be accompanied
by evident good works as a
good tree will bring forth good
fruit.

6. Repentance - This is a
change of mind and heart evi-
dent by a sorrow over things
past, a recollection of the soul
causing remorse for its actions,
which produces a desire for
amendment or to “make
better.” Repentance as a sign
of new birth is two-fold. It in-
volves the turning away from
sin and a turning toward God.
True evangelical repentance is
made possible only by the
grace of God, and it involves
conviction of sin, sorrow for it,
confession of it, hatred toward
it, and a turning away from it.

7. Love - The expression of
kindness or goodwill one to-
ward another in words or
deeds brought about by the
influence of the Spirit of God is
perhaps the most noticeable
attribute of new birth, espe-
cially among those of like pre-
cious faith. John said, We
know that we have passed
from death unto life, because
we love the brethren. (I John
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3:14) This love becomes possi-
ble because God has first loved
us. Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved
us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. (I
John 4:10)

8. Devotion, or a desire to
do that which would be to
God’s glory. For ye are bought
with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s. (I Co-
rinthians 6:20) Prayer, atten-
dance upon the Word of God,
fellowship of the saints, and
our conversation would seem
to be important indicators of a
regenerated heart and mind.

In regeneration or new
birth it is held necessary that
the gracious Spirit of God has
acted upon the soul of man
through the Word of God. The
methods by which the Word is
presented may be varied or
several; it may come by paren-
tal or grandparental instruc-
tion, as was the case with Tim-
othy. From a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.
(II Timothy 3:15) One can also
hear the public teaching or
preaching from the pulpit or
by otherwise hearing of the
Word of God, by which the
Scripture states that faith co-
mes. It may come about by the

memory of some long-
forgottten admonition of the
Scripture. The Holy Ghost may
use each and all of these meth-
ods to create the new spiritual
nature. Christ Himself taught,
The words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they
are life. (John 6:63) James
also wrote, Of his own will
begat he us with the word of
truth. (James 1:18) Peter
wrote of being born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth
for ever. (I Peter 1:23)

I think it is very important
that spiritual new birth would
be recognized by what the
Scripture teaches concerning
it, that the cause of it would be
properly understood, and that
the evidence of it would be
known by its fruits. The true
heart’s knowledge of sin and
grace are the essential parts of
the order of God’s grace.

We are truly blessed as
God’s children to have come
under the influence of the
Word and Spirit of God, thus
giving cause for our regenera-
tion.

God be thanked for his un-
speakable mercy!

God’s peace!
Pastor Reino Maunu

Watertown, South Dakota
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Words from Luther onWords from Luther onWords from Luther onWords from Luther on
Being Called and ChosenBeing Called and ChosenBeing Called and ChosenBeing Called and Chosen

F
rom the . . . words of
the Gospel, Many are
called, but few are
chosen, foolish and

wicked thoughts have been
drawn by idle fellows who say
the meaning of this sentence is
that God has chosen some
unto salvation, and that those
will be saved without a doubt;
while on the other hand, those
who are not thus chosen will
be damned, no matter how
piously or how faithfully they
may live, for it is the will of
God that such shall fall and not
be saved. Hence, they conclude
that it is a matter of indiffer-
ence how they live; for [they
say] if I am to be saved, it will
take place without my concern
about it, and if I am not to be
saved, all my concern about it
will avail nothing. What reck-
less, insecure people such un-
godly thoughts will produce,
everyone can judge.

When we considered the
Gospel for Epiphany, and pon-
dered the saying of the
prophet, Micah, we learned
that all such thoughts as im-
prudently meddle with the in-
comprehensible providence of
God are of the Devil, and that
it behooves us to pursue an-
other method of contempla-

tion in regard to the will of
God. For such thoughts are
sure to bring man into despair,
or to render him reckless and
regardless of consequences.

The proper course to know
the will of God aright, and to
avoid offense in this regard, is
to trust implicitly in Christ, as
He Himself declares: “No man
cometh to the Father but by
me.” Whoever wishes to know
the Father and to come unto
Him must first come unto
Christ and learn to know Him
as the Son of God, as the om-
nipotent, eternal God. And
what did the Son of God
achieve? He becomes man for
us; He submits Himself to the
Law to free us from the Law;
He is crucified and dies upon
the cross to pay the ransom for
our sins; He arises from the
dead to open for us through
his resurrection the entrance
into Heaven, and to defend us
against everlasting death; He
sitteth at the right hand of God
as our mediator, and through
his Holy Spirit He rules and
guides his people and protects
them against the wiles and
persecutions of the Devil. To
know Christ thus is to know
Him aright.

If this knowledge is fully



Christian Monthly 13

and firmly fixed in your heart,
then look towards Heaven and
meditate upon this subject
thus: If the Son of God has
performed all this for us at the
command and according to the
will of the Father, what then
must be the disposition of God
toward us? Surely, your own
heart will constrain you to ex-
claim: God loves us, for He
even gave his only Son unto us
and for us. He desires not our
death, for He employs the no-
blest and most precious rem-
edy to give us life. In this way,
we are truly brought to God, as
Christ says, For God so loved
the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. (John 3:16) Compare
these truths with the above-
mentioned thoughts, and you
will discover that some come
from the Devil, and that they
must cause offense, either
hurling men into hopeless de-
spair, or making them reck-
less; for they can hope nothing
good from God.

A few, again, interpret
these words: many are called,
but few are chosen (Matthew
22:14) to mean that God offers
his grace unto many, but per-
mits only few to accept it. Such
an explanation is viciously
wrong, for it follows from it, as
a necessary consequence, that

God is to be blamed if we are
not all saved; and to believe
this would be utter and satanic
blasphemy, as everyone can
see who will but look at Christ
as the Son of God and our Sav-
iour.

This expression, many are
called, but few are chosen
must, therefore, be understood
in a far different sense. The
Gospel is preached publicly
and universally unto all who
wish to hear and to accept it;
yea, God has it thus pro-
claimed, so that every one can
hear and believe it and be
saved. But what is the result?
It is as the Gospel states, that
few are chosen because there
are but few who so receive the
Gospel that God can be
pleased with them. Some hear
it, but heed it not; others hear
it and at first accept it, but do
not retain it in times of adver-
sity; others again hear it, but
value it less than money and
worldly pleasures. This is not
pleasing to God, nor does He
delight in such people. This
Christ calls not being chosen;
that is, not conducting them-
selves so that God could have
pleasure in them. The chosen
ones of God are those who love
to hear his Gospel, who believe
in Christ and manifest their
faith by good works, being pre-
pared to suffer for it if need be.

This is the true sense of the
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words, and this will not offend
people, but cause them to
amend so that they will think:
If I am to please God and be
among the chosen ones, it will
not do for me to live with a bad
conscience, to sin against the
commandments of God, and
not to resist sin. I must hear
the Word preached, pray for
the Holy Spirit, not suffer the
Word to be removed from the
heart, contend against Satan
and his suggestions, and pray
for protection, patience, and
assistance. 

On the other hand, those
who think that God does not
wish all to have salvation ei-
ther fall into despair or be-
come reckless, ungodly people
who live like brutes, thinking:

If it is ordained beforehand
whether I shall be saved or
not, why should I put myself to
any inconvenience about it?
No, this is wrong; we have the
command to hear the Word of
God and to believe that Christ
is our Saviour, who has paid
the ransom for our sins. Re-
member that command and
obey it. Should your faith fail
or you prove weak, pray God
for his Holy Spirit, and do not
doubt that Christ is your Sav-
iour, and you shall be saved
through Him, if you believe in
Him; that is, comfort yourself
with his merits. May Christ
Jesus, our dear Lord, grant
this to all of us. Amen.

Martin Luther

2008 Apostolic Lutheran2008 Apostolic Lutheran2008 Apostolic Lutheran2008 Apostolic Lutheran
Church CalendarChurch CalendarChurch CalendarChurch Calendar

Orders are now being taken for the 2008 Apostolic
Lutheran Church calendar. It is a fold-over 8 ½ x 11" wall
calendar that opens up to 11" x 17" with a color picture for
each month. Bible texts are listed for  Sundays and church
holidays. The dates of the 2008 ALC convention and other
special church services within the federation are marked.
The calendars cost $5.00 each, postpaid, and will be mailed
to you  in early December.

You may order by email: alc_calendars@mac.com, or by
telephone:  925-454-1648, or by mail, from: Corrie Karlsen,
2994 Rodeo Lane, Livermore, CA 94550 USA.

Please state the number of calendars you wish, your
name, mailing address, and a billing address, if different. Do
not include your payment with your order. You will receive
a bill with your calendars.
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Children’s PageChildren’s PageChildren’s PageChildren’s Page
Dear Children,

Hello to each of you, and any-
one who reads this page. I hope
you are all well. All is fine here in
my home. 

The season is changing, and we
see the colors of fall. We can once
again know that God is the giver of all things.

I would like to share a story from the Old Testament, found
in Deuteronomy 34:1-9.

Moses Views the Promised Land

In the Bible book of Numbers, chapter 20, we read about
Moses and Aaron leading the people of Israel after leaving Egypt.
They had been traveling for some time, and once again the
people complained because there was no water. 

Moses and Aaron went away alone, and called on God, and
He heard their prayers. God told Moses to take Aaron’s rod and
go before a certain rock and just speak to the rock, and water
would come out. They took the rod and went to the rock, but
Moses did not believe God so he hit the rock twice. God allowed
water to come out, but because of Moses’s unbelief, God said he
would not get to go into the land he promised his people.

Now we will look at what happened many years later.
Verses 1-3 tell of the Lord taking Moses up onto Mt. Nebo,

where he could see all the land God had promised to his people.
Moses looked at all the land. As far as his eye could see, it was to
be given to God’s people.

And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware
unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give
it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but
thou shalt not go over thither. (Verse 4)

Moses was old and at the end of his life when he stood on
that mountain. He would not go back down to his people.

So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of
Moab, according to the word of the Lord.
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And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over
against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto
this day. (Verses 5-6)

Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died,
and his eyesight was good and he still had his strength, as the
Bible tells us.

When Moses didn’t come down from the mountain, the
people of Israel knew his time of death had come, which he had
spoken to them about before. They were very sad and mourned
for him for thirty days.

They would need a new leader. God had chosen someone.
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for

Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel
hearkened unto him, and did as the Lord commanded Moses.
(Verse 9)

God was taking care of his people. He has promised that He
always will. We can all be sure that He will take care of us. 

I pray that we will listen to God’s will for us, and do what He
says. I know that sometimes it is hard, and when we don’t do as
He says, we feel sadness in our hearts. 

God understands how we are as sinners and He forgives us
for all of our wrongs. He does not stop loving us. He did not stop
loving Moses, but wanted Moses to know that He is Lord, and
that we should trust Him and not ourselves. 

Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed
are they that keep my ways. (Proverbs 8:32)

God’s peace to you, 
Gwen Wilson

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard
that antichrist shall come, even now are there many
antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued
with us: but they went out, that they might be made
manifest that they were not all of us.

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye
know all things.

I John 2:18-20
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We Have Tasted the We Have Tasted the We Have Tasted the We Have Tasted the 
Heavenly GiftHeavenly GiftHeavenly GiftHeavenly Gift

H
ere, try this!  You have
to taste it!  It’s deli-
cious!” The foreign-
looking food is offered.

Your first move is to look at
the morsel, the next is to smell
it, and if the offering passes
the first tests, you may move
on to actually tasting it. Taste
is the final and most decisive
of experiences we have with
food. Much talk and print to-
day is made of the diets of the
American people. I heard a
dietician state that the reason
we Americans fall off the diet
wagon is that plain old fruits,
vegetables, and water are just
too boring and have no taste.
His opinion was that we have
over-spiced and over-salted
our foods for so long that our
palates are accustomed to only
the tastiest of foods. If we
would just exercise our palates
to the true taste of them, even
the blandest of vegetables
would satisfy our needs. 

How was it with God’s peo-
ple? Remember how the peo-
ple lamented to Moses about
the days back in Egypt when
they enjoyed fish, cucumbers,
melons, leeks, and onions, sea-
soned with garlic? Wherefore
have ye brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness?

for there is no bread, neither is
there any water; and our soul
loatheth this light bread
[manna]. (Numbers 21:5)

Taste is also the most inti-
mate of experiences we would
have with anything that is pre-
sented to us. The dictionary
tells us that an archaic mean-
ing of the word taste is “to en-
joy or appreciate.” 

Peter wrote in his first
epistle, as newborn babes,
desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow
thereby: If so be ye have
tasted that the Lord is gra-
cious. (I Peter 2:2-3) 

How is it now with God’s
people? Jesus spoke concern-
ing his body, as recorded in
John 6:58:  This is that bread
which came down from
heaven: not as your fathers
did eat manna, and are dead:
he that eateth of this bread
shall live for ever. In manna,
we have a type of the Word of
God, and ultimately of Jesus,
as that Word became flesh and
dwelt among us. 

Has Jesus become as
bland, tasteless manna to us?
Is the preaching of repentance
and remission of sins in his
name becoming somewhat
boring and old, causing us to
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look beyond or around Jesus
rather than to look unto Jesus,
who is the end or fulfillment of
all righteousness? 

Paul wrote to a young man
named Timothy, warning him
of the time when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they
shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. (II Timo-
thy 4:3-4) If this stern warning
was applicable in the first cen-

tury, how much more is it to-
day? 

Oh, that we would taste
that the sound doctrine of
Jesus is good and sufficient to
the hearers and speakers of the
Word; that the words that I
speak unto you, they are
spirit, and they are life. (John
6:63)

God’s peace!
Pastor Phil Wilson

Ridgefield, Washington

Thanksgiving to GodThanksgiving to GodThanksgiving to GodThanksgiving to God
God is able to make all grace abound toward you;

that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work: (As it is written, He hath
dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righ-
teousness remaineth for ever) Now he that ministereth
seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your
righteousness;. Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to
God.

For the administration of this service not only
supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by
many thanksgivings unto God; Whiles by the experiment
of this ministration they glorify God for your professed
subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal
distribution unto them, and unto all men; And by their
prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding
grace of God in you.

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

II Corinthians 9:8-15
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Thanksgiving ServicesThanksgiving ServicesThanksgiving ServicesThanksgiving Services
The Apostolic Lutheran Church of Castle Rock, Washington

extends a warm welcome to everyone to attend our Thanksgiving
Services on November 16, 17, and 18, 2007. Pastor Gene Mixon
of Seattle will be our guest speaker. 

Please note the change of location for our Sunday services:
Friday & Saturday, 7:00 pm Trinity Lutheran Church

2021 Washington Way
(at 20th Ave)
Longview, Washington

Sunday, 11:00 am & 3:00 pm Seventh Day Adventist Church
77 Solomon Road
Kelso, WA (Lexington)

(Take Exit 42 from I-5; cross Cowlitz River; turn left at light.
Go ½ mile; church is on right.)

There will be a Bible study included in a youth activity on
Saturday afternoon. Lodging is available in local motels and
some homes. Further information is available from Donna
Wirkkala at 360/749-2186 or Linda Wirkkala at 360/430-9787.

May each of us have a prayerful heart that these services will
be to God’s glory and to the edification of our souls.

God’s peace,
Dan Kandoll, Secretary

Castle Rock Congregation

This I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart,
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth
a cheerful giver.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that
ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work: (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad;
he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever)

Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister
bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase
the fruits of your righteousness;. Being enriched in every thing
to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to
God.

II Corinthians 9:6-11
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Trusting in Almighty GodTrusting in Almighty GodTrusting in Almighty GodTrusting in Almighty God

Relax, let go,
Be still and know:
God can heal you.

Relax, be calm,
Have faith, be strong;
God can heal you.

Fear not, trust God,
Stand still, my soul;
God can heal you.

The light of God surrounds me,
The love of God enfolds me,
The power of God protects me,
The presence of God watches over me.
Wherever I am, God is.

Robert Diano
Susanville, California

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.

Psalm 46:10

I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will
heal thee.

II Kings 20:5

I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him
shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God.

Luke 12:8

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.

Romans 1:16


