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His name shall be continued as long as the sun:
and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call
him blessed.

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who
only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his
glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be
filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen.

Psalm 72:17-19
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A Rest to the People of God

here remaineth there-

fore a rest to the peo-

ple of God. For he that

1s entered into his rest,
he also hath ceased from his
own works, as God did from
his. Let us labour therefore to
enter into that rest, lest any
man fall after the same exam-
ple of unbelief. (Hebrews 4:9-
11)

Because of the disobedi-
ence of the children of Israel,
many of them did not reach
the Promised Land. Unbelief
caused them to become dis-
obedient. Unbelief today
causes many people who begin
in the spirit to end in the flesh.

Our text begins with these
words: There remaineth there-
fore a rest to the people of
God. In each of us, there is an
inward desire to have peace
and fellowship with God. This
is because, at Creation, God
breathed into man’s nostrils
the breath of life, and he be-
came a living soul. This inno-
cence did not last long. The
Devil, who is the father of lies,
deceived our first parents, and
they doubted God’'s words,
believing a lie rather than the
truth. As a result of this dis-
obedience, they lost their inno-
cence and were held account-
able to God for all their acts.

Still, through repentance

and faith, the first state can
be restored through the seed
of the woman who shall
bruise the serpent’s head.
The Holy Spirit seals the
promise of eternal rest in
the heart of every penitent
believer. The rest to the soul
is sweet, especially to those
who have gone far in the
way of sin. This is only a
foretaste of that eternal rest
awaiting the people of God.

Our text continues, For
he that is entered into his
rest, he also hath ceased
from his own works, as God
did from his. Many who are
dead in trespasses and sins
make an attempt to better
their lives. We are all self-
righteous by nature. We
would not want to receive
salvation as a gift. We would
like to give unto God at least
a few fervent prayers; a
promise that our life has
some good points. But God
does not want our good
works, as they are but filthy
rags in his sight. We must
come unto Him utterly lost
and condemned, without
any worthiness on our part.

Jesus said He did not
come to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance.
God’s law demands perfect
obedience from us, and we,
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find we have broken it in
word, deed, and thought.
We find no possibility of
escaping God’s wrath in our
own works.

Only by turning to Jesus,
whom God made to be sin
for us, can we find a way of
escape. Jesus had compas-
sion upon us and took our
sinsupon hisinnocent body,
suffering in our stead, and
dying our death so that we
might live. When our hearts
are cleansed by faith, then
begins a new life in obedi-
ence to God’s will.

The person whose sins
are forgiven and blotted out
in the shed blood of Jesus
Christ has ceased from his
own works as God did from
his. Therefore by the deeds
of the law there shall no

esh bejustifiedin his sight:
for by the law is the knowl-
edge of sin. (Romans 3:20)
A new force and power, be-
fore unknown, impels a
child of God to walk in new-
ness of life, worthy of the
name of Christian.
In no place in Scrip-
ture is it shown that
the Law is a source
of strength to a
Christian, or that it helps
him to deny himself and
take up his cross and follow
Jesus. For the grace of God
that bringeth salvation hath

appeared to all men, Teach-
ing us that, denying ungod-
liness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righ-
teously, and godly, in this
present world. (Titus 2: 11-
12)

Luther wrote in his dis-
course on Christian liberty:
“The Christian is free and
master in all things. The
Christian is in bondage and
aservantinall and toall. He
is free and a master by faith;
he is a servant and a slave by
love. Although a Christian is
thus made free, he volun-
tarily becomes a slave to act
towards his brethren as God
has acted towards him
through Jesus Christ. | de-
sire, says he, to serve freely,
joyfully, and gratuitously a
Father who has thus lav-
ished upon me all the abun-
dance of hisblessings. I wish
to become all things for my
neighbor as Christ has be-
come all things for me.
From faith proceeds the love
of God; from love proceeds a

“He that is entered into his
rest, he also hath ceased
from his own works.”

life full of liberty, charity,
and joy.”

All those who are truly
born again experience a rest
from their own labors. As
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they have known the love of
God toward them through
Jesus Christ, they, in like
manner, show it by a new
life, serving God in their fel-
low man. The Law does not
accomplish this, but the
grace of God does. Believers
serve God in newness of
Spirit, not of the letter, but
of the spirit: for the letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth
life. (II Corinthians 3:6)

To serve in the newness
of the Spirit means obedi-
ence to the Spirit. Thisis the
self-denial, sacrifice, hum-
bleness Paul wrote about.
But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, €eace longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness temper-
ance: against such there is
no law. (Galatians 5: 22-23)

Now the works of the
flesh are man}fest which
are these; Adultery, forni-
cation, uncleanness lascivi-
ousness, Idolatry, witch-
craft, hatred, variance, em-
ulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, Envy-
ings, murders, drunken-
ness, revellings, and such
like: of the which I tell you
before, as I have also told
you in time past, that the
which do such things sha?l
not inherit the kingdom of
God. (Verses 19-21)

In the last words of our

text, we read, Let us labour
therefore to enter into that
rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbe-
lief. The child of God knows
that one day he will enter
into eternal rest. The chil-
dren of Israel, journeying
through the wilderness, had
God’s promise that He
would bring them to a land
flowing with milk and
honey. But many of them
hardened their hearts, com-
mitted sins, and did not en-
ter into rest. Even today,
there is the danger of pro-
voking God’s wrath by dis-
obedience and sin. Take
heed, brethren, lest there be
in any of you an evil heart
of unbelief, in departing

om the living God. But
exhort one another daily,
whileitis called To day; lest
any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of
sin. (Hebrews 3:12-13)

For we have not an high
priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of
need. (Hebrews 4: 15-16)
The children of Israel had an
earthly high priest who
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made sacrifice for their sins.
And almost all things are b
the law purged with blood;
and without shedding of
blood is no remission. It
was therefore necessary
that the patterns of things
in the heavens should ge
ﬁurzﬁed with these; but the
eavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than
these. (Hebrews 9:22-23)

Because of the imperfec-
tion of these earthly sacri-
fices, God sent his only be-
gotten Son as a perfect and
ever-sufficient sacrifice, by
ﬂ'}? L(lijhi;l:h wil}i w}(le ar]eﬁc sanc-
tified throughn tne offering
of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all. (Hebrews
10:10)

Have you been cleansed
in his blood, dear brother
and sister? In Jesus’ name
and blood, even today, your
sins and mine are forgiven.
The way into the most holy

place was opened when
Jesus died upon the cross.
All the sacrifice God wants is
a broken and a contrite
heart. Whenever sins beset
us, let us approach this altar
in our midst where Jesus’
blood still flows for our
cleansing and atonement.
One day our pilgrimage will
cease, and we will fully enter
into his rest. Then this mor-
tal, sinful body will no lon-
ger hinder our praises to
Him who loved us with an
eternal and undying love.
May the love of God and
the comfort of the Holy
Spirit keep your hearts and
souls; in Jesus’ name, amen.

Rafael Kurtti

Blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and
whose sins are covered.

Romans 4:7

day.

And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that
of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up again at the last day.

And this is the will of him that sent me, that every
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last

John 6:39-40
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Sweet Hour of Prayer

rayer is a special privi-

lege. It is the means by

which we may commu-

nicate with God. This
channel is constantly open for
our use—God is always on
duty. He will not suffer thy
foot to be moved: he that
keepeth thee will not slumber.
Behold, he that keepeth Israel
shall neither slumber nor
sleep. (Psalm 121:3-4)

This promise serves as an
encouragement and an incen-
tive to pray. Many times we
find ourselves in situations
where we wish we had some-
one in whom we could confide.
We need someone who will
take the time to listen to
us—who will hear us out and
offer aword of encouragement
and hope, a word of caution or
some other needed advice. We
look around us, and it seems
that everyone is
busy—occupied with their in-
dividual callings, with their
families and friends, or with
their particular inner circle
within the fellowship. It is pos-
sible that in the midst of a
Christian church, whether its
members are few or many, we
may have the feeling of being
alone. This perceived isola-
tion— be it real or imagined,
may overwhelm us, especially
when we need a listening ear.

In our quest for a friend,
let's not forget that the most
important friend of all in the
fellowship is always ready to
listen. He is not too busy; He is
never in a hurry, even though
He hears the prayers of all peo-
ple in the world. He does not
tire when we call upon Him
again and again. He is not im-
patient when we become repe-
titious, regardless of the fact
that He knows what is in our
hearts even before we speak of
it. He does not have difficulty
understanding our needs, al-
though we may lack the ability
to know our own hearts and to
verbalize our feelings. He is
never disinterested, and does
not minimize our concerns.

One of his greatest disap-
pointments is when we do not
have time to pray. When we
have trouble praying believing,
He is able to remedy the situa-
tion because He is the source
of faith. The disciplines knew
this, so they said to Him: In-
crease our faith. (Luke 17:5)

When a man brought his
child to the Lord for healing,
Jesus asked him if he believed,
and promised that all things
are possible to the one who
believes. The man responded
by saying, Lord, I believe; help
thou mine unbelief. (Mark
9:24) The request was
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granted. The child was healed
at the word of Jesus.

Although it is true that we
can find Christ in our brothers
and sisters in faith, let us not
neglect the truth that God is
not far from us. We think of
Him as being in Heaven be-
cause He is the high and lofty
One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy but He
also says, I dwell in the high
and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and hum-
ble spirit, to revive the spirit of
the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones. (Isa-
iah 57:15)

The Scriptures also tell us
that he be not far from every
one of us: For in him we live,
and move, and have our be-
ing. (Acts 17:27-28) We dwell
in Christ by faith, and He in us
by his Spirit.

It is this Spirit that also
helps our infirmities, for we
know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh interces-
sion for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And
he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh

intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God.
(Romans 8:26-27)

God hears our every prayer
that is offered up according to
his will. Should we not receive
an immediate answer, it is his
will to give us that which is
better. He may delay his re-
sponse to our prayer to try our
faith and patience, to remind
us that we are slow of hearing
when He speaks to us, to cause
us to pray more diligently, and
so that we may rejoice the
more when we perceive his
response. (Luther)

God’s answers to our
prayers are notgoverned alone
by our current situation. He
not only knows the past, but
He also has a perfect knowl-
edge of the future. In hisomni-
scient wisdom, He gears his
prayer responses to our total
needs—first those of our souls,
and then those of this present
life.

The one who taught his
twelve disciples to pray is still
willing to teach us to pray.

Pastor Alvin Holmgren
Seattle, Washington

understanding.

God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with

Psalm 47:7
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God Empowers Our Prayers

ear Friends,

The Apostle Paul

wrote: For this cause I

bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is
named, That he would grant
you, according to the riches of
his glory, to be strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the
inner man; That Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, May be able
to comprehend with all saints
what 1s the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height;
And to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.

Now unto him that is able
to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that
worketh in us, Unto him be
glory in the church by Christ
Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen.
(Ephesians 3:14-21)

One of the reasons that it is
always a pleasure to read
Paul’s epistles is because it is
easy to tell how devoted he is
to Christ. He was often so
moved by what the Spirit gave
him to write that he gave glory
to God.

Paul expressed this when
he said that he prayed for the
Ephesian congregation to
come to a deeper understand-
ing of the indwelling Christ. He
asked that they would know
the love of Christ in its full-
ness, and recognize the power
of God which dwells in them
through the Spirit. He asked,
recognizing that the prayers of
humans, even apostles, can be
feeble. However, he knew that,
no matter how weak the prayer
and the person who utters it,
nonetheless God will do far
beyond all that is requested of
Him.

He does this by his grace
and the working of his might,
all to his glory. This caused
Paul to offer this doxology, a
statement of the glory of God.

Thisisalsothe same prom-
ise that we have when we pray.
God does, indeed, hear his
children and respond, but He
responds in ways that are
greater than we could ever ask
or put into words. This is the
power that our prayers have:
that God himself empowers
them to bring about what He
desires for our lives.

Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we
know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh interces-
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sion for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And
he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God.
(Romans 8:26-27)

Beloved, this is the reason
that God says we ought always
to pray. We should bring our
petitions to Him with bold-
ness, knowing that it is be-
cause of the shed blood of
Jesus Christ that our prayers
are heard. We should pray,
believe, and act in accordance
with our prayer, knowing that
our Father hears and knows
the desire of his children, and
wants to give them what they

Cain and Abel —

n process of time it
came to pass, that
Cain brought of the
fruit of the ground an
offering unto the Lord.

And Abel, he also brought
of the firstlings of his flock and
of the fat thereof. And the Lord
had respect unto Abel and to
his offering:

But unto Cain and to his
offering he had not respect.
And Cainwas very wroth, and
his countenance fell. (Genesis
4:3-5)

Wherefore, behold, I send

ask inaccordance with his will.
How often have we prayed,
even asking the most meager
provision, only to have God
bless us abundantly beyond
what we asked? If Paul prayed
for this revelation of the good-
ness of God, knowing that God
would do well beyond what he
asked, we, also, ought to pray
believing that what we need
God will provide—not to pla-
cate the selfish flesh, but to
strengthen the inner man
through the Spirit.
Glory be to God in the
highest!
God’s peace,
Pastor Jay Weidner
Painsdale, Michigan

Two Churches

unto you prophets, and wise
men, and scribes: and some of
them ye shall kill and crucify;
and some of them shall ye
scourge in your synagogues,
and persecute them from city
to city: That upon you may
come all the righteous blood
shed upon the earth, from the
blood of righteous Abel unto
the blood of Zacharias son of
Barachias, whom ye slew be-
tween the temple and the al-
tar. (Matthew 23:34-35)

By faith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice
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than Cain, by which he ob-
tained witness that he was
righteous, God testifying of his
gifts: and by it he being dead
yet speaketh. (Hebrews 11:4)
And to Jesus the mediator
of the new covenant, and to
the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things that
that of Abel. (Hebrews 12:24)
Cain and Abel represent
the two churches which have
stood side by side in this world
since the first family was es-
tablished. They represent a
works righteousness religion
and the righteousness which is
by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ and his shed blood.
Cain represents those who
are working their way to
Heaven by good works, or the
works of their own hands, not
realizing that they are total
corruption and in total need of
a Saviour to save them from
their sins. These ones are pos-
sibly in denial as to their spiri-
tual state of heart. They do not
acknowledge their depravity,
or this depravity has never
been revealed to them. There
is a claim to some goodness on
their part. Perhaps they feel
they are not as bad as other
people, even as the Pharisee
who boasted, God, I thank
thee, that I am not as other
men are, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this
publican. I fast twice in the

week, I give tithes of all that 1
possess. (Luke 18:11-12) Or
perhaps Christ is become a
patchwork for them, to fill in
the places where they feel they
are not quite good enough.

Abel, on the other hand,
represents those who are un-
done, or who find themselves
to be total sinners, as lIsaiah
exclaimed, Woe is me! for I am
undone; because I am a man
of unclean lips, and I dwell in
the midst of a people of un-
clean lips: for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of
hosts. (Isaiah 6:5) These peo-
ple are those who can only rest
in Christ’'srighteousness. They
feel sin in their members, and
are continually warring against
it. By the Word of God and the
revelation of the Holy Spirit,
they have come to the knowl-
edge of their depravity, and
say, with Apostle Paul, For I
know that in me (thatis, in my
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:
for to will is present with me;
but how to perform that which
is good I find not.

O wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death? I thank
God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (Romans 7:18, 24-25)

With Abel’s sacrifice, we
see the shedding of blood, for
an animal was killed. This is a
foreshadowing of Christ’s
blood being shed on the cross
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on our behalf. This is why
Abel’s sacrifice was acceptable
to God. Abel was looking to
Christ as his salvation, even at
that time, and was not trusting
in his own works, and without
shedding of blood is no remis-
sion. (Hebrews 9:22) Neither
by the blood of goats and
calves, but by his own blood he
entered in once into the holy
place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us. (Hebrews

9:12)

“Without shedding of
blood is no remission.”

The Word tells us that. as
the days of Noe were, so shall
also the coming of the Son of
man be. (Matthew 24:37) We
know that there were only
eight souls saved from the
flood. There possibly was
much religion at the time of
the flood, as false religion is
described as iniquity or sin in
the Word of God. There were
those who were of the Cainite
religion in contrast with those
who were the followers of
Christ, as was Abel. In other
words, there were the follow-
ers of false religion and the
followers of true reli-
gion—those who trusted in
their own works for salvation,
and those who trusted in
Christ alone, and his redemp-
tive blood, to be saved.

When Jesus asked, When
the Son of man cometh, shall
he find faith on the earth?
(Luke 18:8) perhaps He was
indicating that it may be as in
the days of Noah when Jesus
comes again, in that respect
also, that there were only a few
who believed in a Biblical, sav-
ing faith.

There is a great attractive-
ness in following the religion
of works righteousness as Cain
did. The flesh truly revels in
the glory that comes with this
kind of religion and they wor-
ship with the mind and the
flesh. But is it saving faith?
And does this worship give
glory to God? The Scripture
says, For the kingdom of God
1s not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.
(Romans 14:17)

This Biblical faith is often
obscure and persecuted. We
see throughout the Scriptures
that the carnal mind of man is
againstit, as is the world itself,
because it does not carry glam-
our to the flesh. As Jesus Him-
self was despised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we
hid as it were our faces from
him; he was despised, and we
esteemed him not. (Isaiah
53:3),s0alsois hisChurchand
Gospel in this world. The true
Jesus and his Gospel are only
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attractive to sinnerswho are in
need of Him, even as it was
when Jesus walked on this
earth. To the sinner, Christ
and his Gospel are precious.

Jesus warned, Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonder-
Julworks? And then will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew
you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity. (Matthew 7:2l-
23)

May God show us the dif-
ference between true faith and
false faith so that none of us
would be deceived. May we
embrace and treasure the liv-
ing Gospel, of which we can
avail ourselves as a comfort

and assurance that our sins are
truly washed in the blood of
Christ and in his name. This
comfort can be found as near
as our Christian pastor, friend,
spouse, or child, because Jesus
said, For where two or three
are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst
of them. (Matthew 18:20)

May we never rise higher
than the forgiveness of sins,
which answers the need of ev-
ery heart to be reconciled to
our God. Itis the greatest com-
fort to those who find them-
selves to be undone and sin-
ners.

(Some of this understand-
ing of the two churches comes
from Luther’s Commentary on
Genesis, Creation and the
Flood, Lenker’s Volumes 2 and
3)

God’s peace,

Beth Staudinger
Leslieville, Alberta,
Canada

me hath everlasting life.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on

I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna
in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof,
and not die. I am the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world.

John 6:47-51
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Children’s Page

Dear Children, i
ﬂ%.,,

We will read another story é"l
about how Jesus takes care of his 1j4
own children. You can turn to .,:-5"'
Luke 5:1-11. i

Fishermen Become Fishers of Men

Jesus was on the shores of the lake called Gennesaret,
speaking the Word of God to the many people gathered there.
The people were so crowded around Jesus that He began looking
for a way to either have more room, or He wanted to be able to
let them all hear Him better.

Jesus saw two ships out on the water nearby. The fishermen
were washing their nets. They had been fishing all night, but had
caught nothing. He entered into one of the ships, which was
Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from
the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.
(Verse 3)

When Jesus was done speaking, Simon and his partners got
into the boat. Jesus, who knew that they had caught no fish all
night, told them to let down their nets to catch fish.

And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled
all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word
Twill let down the net.

And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multi-
tude of fishes: and their net brake. (Verses 5-6)

They called to the other fishermen in the other ship to come
and help them, and you know they had caught so many fish that
they filled both ships, and the ships started to sink. I'm sure
those men were a little afraid when their ships were sinking, but
mostly they were amazed at the miracle that Jesus performed.

When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees,
saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he
was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of
the fishes which they had taken:
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And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee,
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon,
Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook
all, and followed him. (Verses 8-11)

Did you children see what just happened? Those fishermen
just walked away from jobs as fishermen. The ships were left
right where they docked them. The important thing was that
they were called by Jesus to help Him save men from their sins.
Fishing held little importance at this time. Even in your own
lives, and in the lives of all believers, Jesus should be more

important than anything else.

I will finish by telling you children that this was the first time
Jesus had any helpers, and it was in this story that Jesus started

to call men to be his disciples.

I pray that we will all put God and Jesus firstin our lives, and
help to spread his Word to those who do not know Him.

God's peace to you,
Gwen Wilson

The Simple, Life-Giving Message

e causeth all, both

small and great, rich

and poor, free and

bond, to receive a
mark in their right hand, or in
their foreheads: And that no
man might buy or sell, save he
that had the mark, or the
name of the beast, or the num-
ber of his name. (Revelation
13:16-17)

It'sbeen the understanding
that the mark in the right hand
or in the forehead spoken of in
this portion of the Revelation
is to mean salvation earned by
the works of the hands and the

intellect of human mind. This,
of course, is not acceptable to
God, for salvation, as we know,
is a free gift, not to be earned.

Forms of godliness are ob-
vious today, with religion be-
ing marketed and sold every-
where. Books (including New
Age teachings), seminars, re-
treats, and workshops promis-
ing spiritual growth, exciting
lives, and even personal wealth
are here like a flood. It should
be noted that even secular
marketing companies and
their consumer merchandising
techniques are mass-produc-
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ing these religious things. They
recognize what sells. As if to
feel the effect of this, some
may want to change or elimi-
nate our own traditions of fel-
lowship and worship. (includ-
ing our music), and replace
them with more entertain-
ment or activities, hoping to
appear more mainstream, and
be more appealing, perhaps, in
particular, to the young. To the
sin-sick soul, these attractions
will never satisfy, nor provide
food for our undying souls.

Also at stake is lack of re-
gard for the wisdom and expe-
rience of our elders. Many are
trying to discard and discount
our elders’ preaching and in-
struction — blessed truths that
have been preached and taught
since the time of the Apostles.
This hasserious consequences,
and it causes divisions sent by
God. The anger of the Lord
hath divided them; he will no
more regard them: they re-
spected not the persons of the
priests, they favoured not the
elders. (Lamentations 4:16)

When the teachings of
Christ are properly taught and
applied, it may not look out-
wardly exciting, but it will
speak to our hearts when there
is a need. He hath no form nor
comeliness; and when we shall
see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him.
(Isaiah 53:2)

God's people have never
stood out as popular and excit-
ing, just as Jesus and his
teachings were not. Because
the foolishness of God is wiser
than men; and the weakness
of God is stronger than men.
For ye see your calling, breth-
ren, how that not many wise
men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble, are
called:

But God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God
hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the
things which are mighty; And
base things of the world, and
things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and
things which are not, to bring
to nought things that are:
That no flesh should glory in
his presence. (I Corinthians
1:25-29)

A person burdened with
sin, seeking and searching for
release with all his heart, can
come and buy, and eat . . .
without money and without
price. (Isaiah 55:1) He may
buy from an agent at God'’s
own house. (Wherever two or
three are gathered in his name,
there is Christ.) By the author-
ity of the Holy Spirit, the min-
istry of reconciliation has been
given to us when we have re-
ceived it ourselves. It can be
preached and proclaimed to
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all: Through the power of
Jesus’ name and blood, all sins
are forgiven thee. (Luke 5:20)
This is a simple but life-giving
message that brings the peace
of God, which passeth all un-
derstanding. (Philippians 4:7)

This Gospel message
quickens the soul, quenches
the fire of hell, and opens
Heaven’s door to a convicted
sinner. Iteffectively appeases a
burdened conscience and af-
fects freedom of the Spirit
within the soul, which nothing
else can do. God hath deliv-
ered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated
us into the kingdom of his dear
Son: In whom we have re-
demption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins:
(Colossians 1:13-14) and in
whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace. (Ephesians
1:7)

True ambassadors repre-
sent the teachings of Christ,
and will not recognize nor em-
brace doctrines of the intellect
or works of the hands—that is,
earning salvation—although it
may be appealing to the flesh.
We see sellers and buyers of
other doctrines that do not
teach that Christis come in the
flesh. For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who
confess not that Jesus Christ is

come in the flesh. This is a de-
cetver and an antichrist. (II
Johni:7) That is that Christ
lives in his own people, and
has committed his Word of
reconciliationto them, and has
given them the keys of loosing
and binding. I will give unto
thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.
(Matthew 16:19)

“1 will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of
heaven.”

Jesus, our Saviour, was
explicit with the instructions
He left to preach. Then opened
he their understanding , that
they might understand the
scriptures And said unto them,
Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and
to rise from the dead the third
day: And that repentance and
remission of sins should be
preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem. It behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: And that
repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his
name among all nations, be-
ginning at Jerusalem. (Luke
24:47) Jesus did not say to
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preach this message only if you
have the gift. This message is
the two-edged sword that
opens us up and exposes what
we are and have need of. There
will be no awakenings or re-
lease from sin without it. For
the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. (Hebrews
4:12)

May we pray that we may
yet buy and sell freely of this
gift of salvation, and accept no
other teachings or persuasions
than the blessed Gospel that
has so graciously been left with
us from the time of the Apos-
tles. May we be satisfied with
the simple Gospel message,

and may it be freely preached,
and the Scriptures expounded
and taught through the power
of the Holy Spirit to the salva-
tion of souls. Let us pray that
our pastors will continue to be
filled and enlightened.

Therefore, brethren, stand
fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught,
whether by word, or our epis-
tle.

Now our Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved us,
and hath given us everlasting
consolation and good hope
through grace, Comfort your
hearts, and stablish you in
every good word and work.
(Thessalonians 2:15)

God’s peace,
Phebe Johnson
Astoria, Oregon

worketh patience.

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers
temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it
shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man
think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double
minded man is unstable in all his ways.

James 1:2-8
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Isaac Watts, who wrote the hymn on the following page
based on Psalm 72:17, injected all of his hymns from the Psalms
with New Testament truth. “Where the Psalmist describes
religion by the fear of God, | have often joined faith and love to
it. Where he speaks of the pardon of sin through the mercies of
God, | have added the merits of a Saviour. Where he talks of
sacrificing goats or bullocks, | rather chose to mention the
sacrifice of Christ, the Lamb of God.”
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Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Does its successive journeys run;

His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
‘Til moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made
And endless praises crown his head.
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on his love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where’er He reigns;
The prisoner leapes to loose his chains;
The weary find eternal rest,

And all the sons of want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
His grateful honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud “Amen!”

This hymn played a role in the life of Eric Liddell, Scottish
Olympic hero of the 1924 games in Paris, who became a mission-
ary to China. As he left on the train, he shouted his motto, which
was “Christ for the World, for the World Needs Christ.” He then
led in two verses of “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun.” If, on
that day, Eric had sung all the verses, he would have come to this
one:

The saints shall flourish in his days,
Dressed in the robes of joy and praise;
Peace, like a river, from his throne
Shall flow to nations yet unknown.



