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Be of Good Cheer

Behold, they brought to him a man sick of the
palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer;
thy sins be forgiven thee.

And, behold, certain of the scribes said within
themselves, This man blasphemeth.

And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Where-
fore think ye evil in your hearts? For whether is
easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise, and walk?

Matthew 9:2-5
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Our Treasure in Christ

ay the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the
communion of the

Holy Spirit rest upon you.

You fellow wayfarers write
to me, grieving because you
have enjoyed intimate conver-
sation with God’s children,
have heard the Word of God
spoken, and have had your
souls filled with the knowledge
of his grace. Then, after re-
turning home to your everyday
lives and difficulties, you feel
that the holy fire is out, and
your souls are frantically
searching for the leaks that
make your hearts so devoid of
their recent happiness.

Dear friends, our hearts
are truly so small that, when
the worries of this life overtake
us, we cannot enjoy life—the
life that extends to a true
knowledge of God.

But it is not a bad sign if
you realize the poor condition
of your heart’s vessel, suffer
because of it, and mourn over
it. Be not alarmed; it is one of
the identification marks of liv-
ing faith to find displeasure in
yourself and poverty in your
spirit. Jesus said, Blessed are
the poor in spirit: for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. (Mat-
thew 5:3)

When you read what Jesus

had to say to the seven
churches in the Revelation,
you will see how they were di-
vided. To you, who are so dis-
satisfied with yourself, is
brought the true, profound,
dearest, and personal depths
of the Gospel.

As with the Church of
Smyrna, Jesus has nothing
against you; you are tired and
poor, but in the sight of the
Lord, you are rich; and this in
spite of your deep feeling of
poverty. Tothe spiritually poor
belong all the treasures of the
kingdom of God, for, with his
hidden wealth, He brings
riches to many. It is easy for
God to keep his flock together
when there are many who are
spiritually poor, for they are
troubled and wanting, leaning
on his grace.

Observe, beloved, the con-
trast between the angel of the
church of the Laodiceans, and
the angel of Smyrna. He says, I
am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of noth-
ing. (Revelation 3:17) When
you compare what Jesus said
to each of these in his all-see-
ing scrutiny, we find that this
condition of being neither hot
nor cold, but lukewarm, was
the most revolting to the Lord.
He said, I will spue thee out of
my mouth. (Verse 16)

4 Christian Monthly

| urge you to read all seven
messages that Jesus gave on
the Isle of Patmos for John to
write. In them, you will find
wisdom, consolation, reproof,
exhortation, and counsel. In
reading those letters, you will
see inwhat a good position you
are, who are poor and weak in
the eyes of God. He is the
judge of your thoughts as well
as the fancies of your heart. He
not only sees all your actions,
but also knows what is in-
tended by each of them.

“Ye are the body of Christ,

and members in particular.

When He says you are rich,
itis the truth, even though you
feel that you are troubled and
poor. The reason for this con-
viction of poverty is that your
wealth is so great that this
earthen vessel cannot contain
it. In looking at your own vile-
ness, forget not who and what
you really are. The Bible says,
Know ye not that ye are mem-
bers of the body of Christ? (I
Corinthians 6:15) Read these
verses and see how precious
you truly are, for even the Bi-
ble elevates you to the position
of one of the members of the
body of Christ. Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members
in particular. (I Corinthians
12:27)

Know ye not that ye are

the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
(I Corinthians 3:16) When
God abides in you through his
Holy Spirit, the light that is
within you casts your dwelling
of clay into such inferiority
that you can exclaim: | am
black without, but through the
merits of Jesus Christ, accept-
able. This is Scriptural faith,
when we believe the things
possible which are impossible
to the mind. We believe, in
spite of our corruption, thatwe
remain holy through Him.
God has made for us our
wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and re-
demption. This is what a for-
mer servant of the Lord, J.
Runtti, referred to in saying
farewell to his congregation:
that they would have spiritual
poverty.

God has the greatest diffi-
culty in keeping his children
poor in spirit. This poverty
keeps us humble if it comes
from the heart without guile,
but humility only from the
mouth is altogether different,
and worthless.

To the meek and lowly in
heart are assured all the prom-
ises of grace in the Holy Bible.
The Lord Jesus protects them
with the garments of his right-
eousness, and in their behalf
He intercedes with the Father.
Who is he that condemneth? It
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is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession
for us. (Romans 8:34) Just
think, dear child of God: isn’t
your cause ingood hands when
God, our Father, looks at you
through his beloved Son, and
sees you pure and guiltless
before his face—with joy? And
when Jesus prays in our be-
half, is it any wonder if, at
times, we can truly rejoice at
the completeness of our wel-
fare, and thank God in his
name?

When we depart from this
earthen vessel and the Bride-
groom arrays us before the
Father, He says, I kept them in
thy name: those that thou
gavest me I have kept, and
none of them is lost. (John
17:12) Then we are crowned
with the crown of victory. The
heavenly choir of angels and
cherubim is raised in praise
and glory, and the dearly-pur-
chased flock from the world
can join in and begin the eter-
nal anthem of praise to Him
who has washed us with his
own innocent blood.

In awaiting these rich
promises to be fulfilled, let us
be satisfied to avail ourselves
of these precious drops of
blood, in faith for a short
while, for the cleansing and the
health of our souls, even

though we feel poor and insuf-
ficient in ourselves. From this
point, it is so easy to move to
our new home, where there is
no more strife.

We see ourselves from
God’'s vantage point in the
words, Know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? (I Corinthians
6:19) Doesn't this seem like
the wonder of wonders, that
the child of God, poor within
himself, should be so highly
esteemed, even in Holy Scrip-
ture? Pause for a moment,
thou member of the body of
Christ and temple of the Holy
Ghost. So closely are you being
observed from Heaven—you,
who lament in your heart, O
wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body
of this death? (Romans 7:24)
For the good that I would I do
not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do. (Verse 19) Thus
spoke the man of whom the
Lord said, He is a chosen ves-
sel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel.
(Acts 9:15)

We return to Revelation to
further observe wonders bene-
ficial for doctrine and consola-
tion in Christ’s message to the
angel of the Church of Phila-
delphia: I know thy works:
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behold, I have set before thee
an open door, and no man can
shut it: for thou hast a little
strength, and hast kept my
word, and hast not denied my
name. (Revelation 3:8) This is
animportant place to consider.
Though you often feel weak-
ness along the way, remember
that it is only because of your
feelings.

This I would like to write in
the hearts of all children of
God in gold letters: No matter
how feeble you feel, forsake
not your precious faith. I stress
to both my young and old
friends that our faith is what
overcomes the world.

If we ask how we can
emerge triumphantly, the
Devil tells us that it would be
better to deny our faith be-
cause it is so weak. But Scrip-
ture repudiates this advice
with the words, For we have
not an high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace

to help in time of need. (He-
brews 4:15-16)

By confessing our faith, we
oftentimes have an opportu-
nity to taste the joy of the
Lord, which the Bible attrib-
utes to us as our strength.
Many of us can vouch for this
who have kept their childhood
faith, even though there have
been times of doubt. By not
denying the faith even then,
you have remained in the com-
pany of Christians, and in due
time faith has returned so
strongly that you have been
able to rejoice in the Lord,
from his words, I have set be-
fore thee an open door, and no
man can shut it: for thou hast
a little strength, and hast kept
my word, and hast not denied
my name. Oh, joy that Jesus
spoke those words!

Let us promise to hold fast
to the Word of God, and to
confess his name—even in our
weak moments—for then,
someday, we can enter in
through the open door into the
Paradise of glory.

Janne Marttiini

The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Romans 14:17
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To Walk by Faith

herefore seeing we

also are compassed

about with so great a

cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set
before us, Looking unto Jesus
the author and finisher of our
faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
(Hebrews 12:1-2)

Apostle Paul, as he taught
the Hebrews, took them back
to their roots. He referred to
the patriarchs, and how they
walked by faith.

First, he defined faith. Now
faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. (Hebrews
11:1) He also said, But without
faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and
that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him. (He-
brews 11:6)

We see how, by faith, the
world was formed. Then how
by faith Abel offered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain. (Hebrews 11:4) By faith,
Enoch was translated and did
not see death because he be-

lieved God.

Noah believed God, and
prepared an ark to the saving
of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and
became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith. (He-
brews 11:7)

Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him
for righteousness. (Romans
4:3) God told Abraham to
leave his father’s house and go
to a place that He would give
him as an inheritance.

By faith, Abraham so-
journed in the land of promise,
a strange country. All the
while, he looked for a city
which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is
God. Through faith also Sara
herself received strength to
conceive seed, and was deliv-
ered of a child when she was
past age, because she judged
him faithful who had prom-
ised. (Hebrews 11:10-11)

These all died in faith, not
having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them,
and embraced them, and con-
fessed that they were strang-
ers and pilgrims on the earth.
For they that say such things
declare plainly that they seek
a country. And truly, if they
had been mindful of that coun-
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try from whence they came
out, they might have had op-
portunity to have returned.
But now they desire a better
country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God. (Verses
13-16)

By faith, Moses was saved,
so that in the future he would
be able to lead God'’s people to
the Promised Land. By faith,
Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
Choosing rather to suffer af-
Sliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin for a season. (Verses 24-
25)

He looked beyond the pres-
ent, esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto therecompence of
the reward. (Verse 26)

These are some of the
many who walked by faith.
They all had a good report
through faith. The world is not
worthy of them. May these
examples of faith inspire us to
acloser walk with Jesus, laying
aside every weight and the sin
that so easily besets us.

We have an advocate from
the Father who has paid our
sin debt on the cross of Cal-
vary. He shed his blood so that
our sins can be washed away.
We are told to come boldly to
the throne of grace to find help
in time of need.

There is no salvation out-
side the name of Jesus. We are
not to neglect this salvation
that was purchased for us at
such a horrible cost. Itis God'’s
will that none should perish,
but that all would come to re-
pentance and receive his gift of
life.

We are not to faint, but to
hold fast to this saving faith.
He has poured his Spirit into
us so that we can run with pa-
tience the race that is set be-
foreus, Looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our
faith.

When our life’'s work is
ended and He calls us to
Heaven, we will receive the
crown of life. Then our faith
will be turned to sight.

God’s peace!
Pastor Don Salo

New York Mills, Minnesota

Let us . . . follow after the things which make for
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another.

Romans 14:19
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Children’s Page

Dear Children,

The story I would like to share
today is about three young men
who loved God, and would serve
only Him. You will find the story
in the Bible book of Daniel 3:1-30.

The Fiery Furnace

There was a king whose name was Nebuchadnezzar, and he
ruled over the Jews for a time. He treated them well, but he
would not worship God. He worshipped images called idols.

He had a golden statue made that was ninety feet high and
nine feet thick, and had it set up on a plain where it could be
easily seen. He then gathered all the people together around the
idol, and commanded them to worship it when they heard all
kinds of musical instruments playing. If they did not bow down
and worship it, they would be thrown into a hot furnace. Most of
the people were very much afraid of that happening to them, so
they did as the King said.

There were three young men, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who could not go along with the King’s command.
They believed in the true God, so when all the other people
bowed down to the idol, they did not.

It was reported to the King that those young men had not
obeyed, and that made King Nebuchadnezzar very angry. He
commanded that they be brought to him.

The King asked them if what he heard was true: that they
disobeyed him. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered
and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to
answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up. (Verses 16-18)

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury. (Verse 19) The King
was so angry that he commanded that the furnace be heated
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hotter than ever, and had the young men thrown into the fire.

Oh no! you might say, but don’t worry. Soon the King looked
into the furnace, and saw not only the three young men in the
fire, but there were four men walking around—unhurt! Yes,
Jesus was with the men, protecting them.

Nebuchadnezzar, the King, was astonished. He rose up in
haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and
said unto the king, True, O king.

The King said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst
of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God.

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the
burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth,
and come hither. (Verses 25-26)

The three men came out, and the princes, governors, and
captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gathered together,
saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. (Verse 27)
Think about how easy it is to get the smell of smoke in your
clothes, and those men didn’t have any smell on them at all. God
took very good care of them because they honored their God and
desired to do only his will.

King Nebuchadnezzar was so amazed that he said, Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who hath sent
his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and
have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own
God. (Verse 28)

Nebuchadnezzar then made a decree that no one could say
anything against the true God they worshipped. If they did, the
King would punish them greatly. Then the king promoted
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.
(Verse 30) They were even rewarded in their occupations for
serving God.

I would like to encourage you children to stand up for what
is right. I pray that we could all be like Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, and continue to love and serve our God. Do that
which pleases and glorifies Him, no matter what. God will see
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and bless you.

Why doyouand I, and all believers, believe in God, love Him,
and want to do his will? For this reason: because He loved us

first.

God bless each of you children in your walk with Jesus, now

and always.

Love,
Gwen Wilson

The Parable of the Ten Virgins

hen shall the kingdom

of heaven be likened

unto ten virgins,

which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet
the bridegroom. And five of
them were wise, and five were
foolish.

They that werefoolish took
their lamps, and took no oil
with them: But the wise took
oil in their vessels with their
lamps.

While the bridegroom tar-
ried, they all slumbered and
slept. And at midnight there
was a cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom cometh; go ye out
to meet him.

Then all those virgins
arose, and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said
unto the wise, Give us of your
oil; for our lamps are gone
out.

But the wise answered,
saying, Not so; lest there be
not enough for us and you: but

go ye rather to them that sell,
and buy for yourselves.

And while they went to
buy, the bridegroom came;
and they that were ready went
in with him to the marriage:
and the door was shut.

Afterward came also the
other virgins, saying, Lord,
Lord, open to us.

But he answered and said,
Verily I say unto you, I know
you not.

Watch therefore, for ye
know neither the day nor the
hour wherein the Son of man
cometh. (Matthew 25:1-13)

The word “virgin” charac-
terizes purity. Jesus likens the
Kingdom of Heaven in this last
time to ten virgins, five wise
and five foolish. This consti-
tutes the purity: that the Gos-
pel of God is clearly preached
by the power of the Holy Ghost
in this Kingdom of Heaven on
earth, and that the sacraments
are administered according to
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the ordinance of Christ.

Nevertheless, such a pure
church has never existed on
this earth that there wouldn’t
have been even some Judas
Iscariots present. Ye are clean,
but not all, Jesus said, For he
knew who should betray him.
(John 13:10, 11)

In the end time, five of the
ten virgins went out without
oil in their lamps. Among them
there were obviously no un-
godly ones.

Jesus likened the Kingdom
of Heaven unto a net, that was
castinto the sea, and gathered
of every kind. (Matthew
13:47) The spiritual visionaries
demand a completely pure
Church, and will prematurely
seize upon the rights and the
official duty of the angels, and
will pick the wicked from
among the just and cast them
into the furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing
of teeth. (Matthew 13:50)
Therefore, there are so many
unjust judgments pronounced;
SO many premature attempts
to root out the tares. But he
[Jesus] said, Nay; lest while
ye gather up the tares, ye root
up also the wheat with them.
(Matthew 13:29).

Accordingly, when pro-
ceeding to examine what the
meaning of the foolish virgins
is, may we pray to God for the
true eye salve of the Spirit of

God. First, to examine our own
hearts and question ourselves,
“Is it I, really, who am fool-
ish?” (See Il Corinthians 13:5,
Psalms 26:2, 139:23-24, and
Jeremiah 11:20.) We have rea-
son to pray: Examine me, O
Lord, and prove me; try my
reins and my heart. (Psalm
26:2)

This parable teaches us
that we should not place our
trust in the fact that we out-
wardly belong to a living and
right Christian congregation,
or even, perhaps, to a certain
strong group in that congrega-
tion. The congregation must
never increase above the head
of the Church, Jesus Christ. He
is the only one in whom we are
to trust and believe. Otherwise
we cannot be saved.

Only for Christ's sake is the
Church his living body. In his
Church, we, as members, can
be purified and live when his
blood flows from member to
member by the preaching of
the Gospel, the forgiveness of
sins in his holy name and
blood.

But our situation is bad if
we do notindividually have the
testimony of the Holy Spirit
that we are God’'s children.
This must live within the ves-
sels of our own hearts. The
Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the
children of God. (Romans
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8:16) It is very bad if our trust
depends on whether we are
accepted and held as true
Christians within a certain
group of people, or in the eyes
of certain spiritual leaders.

It is tragic if we only trim
and adorn our lamps of faith
on the outside, making them
suitable before somebody
likeminded rather than before
God. Then our consciences will
be ruled by the opinion of that
certain group of Christians
regarding what is sin or not
sin. Then the Word of God and
his Holy Spirit have no oppor-
tunity to reign supreme over
our hearts and consciences.

The consequence of this
can easily be that we are like,
as Christ said, Ye blind guides,
which strain at a gnat, and
swallow a camel. (Matthew
23:24)

The Spiritof Christwarned
us by the prophet, Jeremiah,
Cursed be the man that trust-
eth in man, and maketh flesh
his arm, and whose heart
departeth from the Lord, and
Blessed is the man that trust-
eth in the Lord, and whose
hope the Lord is. (Jeremiah
17:5,7)

“Have the lamp of faith
made ready,” we sing in one
hymn. Luther explained that
the lamp characterizes the
works, whereas oil represents
living faith. He considers that

“the oil is the unction of the
Holy Ghost, an assured and
living knowledge of God.”
These different explanations
are a proof of how rich this
parable really is. But as a
whole, it is the same explana-
tion, when the Spirit of God
explains the Word for us.

A lamp without oil is a
dead faith. A lamp with oil is a
living faith. Jameswrote, Faith
without works is dead. (James
2:20) But it is important to
remember that James was not
speaking about the works of
the law (Romans 3:20, 28), but
about the fruits of the living
faith, which cannot exist with-
out good works.

I don’t believe that we mis-
interpret this parable if we un-
derstand that the lamp is an
oral confession of faith. Ac-
cording to Scripture, this is
manifested outwardly in doc-
trine, conduct, and suffering,
and that the vessels in which
the wise virgins took oil with
their lamps are the vessels of
their hearts.

The living faith and the
Holy Ghost are inseparable.
And the living faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. (Romans. 10:17)
Furthermore, Of his own will
begat he us with the word of
truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures
(James 1:18), and In whom ye
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also trusted, after that ye
heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in
whom also after that ye be-
lieved, ye were sealed with
that holy Spirit of promise.
(Ephesians 1:13)

“Ye heard the word of truth,

siders that the foolish virgins
are “half-awakened grace-
thieves, who have only re-
pented outwardly.” It means
that they have changed only
their outward manner of liv-
ing, trusting in God’s promises
of grace without any real
regeneration in the cir-

the gospe| of your salvation.” cumcision of their hearts.

If we, in the light of the
Holy Scripture, consider the
condition of the ten virgins, we
can draw the conclusion that
the foolish ones have not in
their hearts believed the Gos-
pel of forgiveness; or they have
believed only for a while be-
cause their hearts were hard as
rock, or because the thorns
choked the good seed. (Mat-
thew 13, Luke 3)

They that were foolish took
their lamps, and took no oil
with them. So the foolish took
their self-assumed lamps of
faith. The Gospel exacts an
obedience of faith. An “obedi-
ence of works” is not accept-
able to God. The foolish follow
their own thoughts, their own
discretion, and their own self-
chosen way of worship. They
will not permit the Word or
the Spirit of God to lead and
rule them. They trust in their
own works, their own repen-
tance, and so on.

As we sing in one old song
of Sion, L.L. Laestadius con-

Only as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God. (Romans
8: 14) For if ye live after the
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye
through the Spirit do mortify
the deeds of the body, ye shall
live. (Verse 13)

As the wise took oil in their
vessels with their lamps, this
implies that we, as downright
penitent sinners, from our
whole hearts believe the holy
Gospel, believe that the Holy
Spiritis dwelling in our hearts,
that He continuously rules
therein, and is the motivating
force in our whole lives. It
means, also, that we will reject
all that is our own: our own
opinions, carnal will, conceited
self-righteousness, and all else
that opposes the will of God.
We will, from the bottom of
our hearts, thank the Heavenly
Father for righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.

While the bridegroom tar-
ried, they all slumbered and
slept. These words contain
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both a solemn warning and a
heartfelt comfort. Now, in the
twilight of time, so close to
midnight, it is hard to stay
awake, watching. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold. (Mat-
thew 24:12)

Jesus is hot promising that
you need not be careful. We
are to watch and pray, study
the Word of God, repent from
every sin which torments the
conscience, and so on. The
Devil says we need not do any
of those things; we can be a
Christian anyway. Such are the
lies of the serpent, as the ser-
pent said unto the woman, Ye
shall not surely die. (Genesis
3:4)

Nevertheless, great is the
forbearance of God toward us
wretched, penitent sinners.
The Lord is merciful and gra-
cious, slow to anger, and plen-
teous in mercy. He will not
always chide: neither will he
keep his anger for -ever.
(Psalm 103:8-9) He will for-
give us all our sins as long as
we do not defend our sins, but
repent, and by the obedience
of faith put them away, con-
fessing them by their names,
rejecting them, and believing
them forgiven in Jesus’ name
and blood—and also forgiving
one another from our hearts.

The conclusion of this par-
able is: “Watch!” Behold, the

bridegroom cometh; go ye out
to meet him. This cry cannot
be the sound of the last trum-
pet. When it sounds, there is
no more time for trade because
in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. (I Corinthians 15:52)
That cry must be all the plain
signs of Jesus’ coming, and of
the end of the world, about
which Jesus tells us in the 24th
chapter of Matthew. It is the
great graciousness of our
Heavenly Bridegroom to let
this cry warn us and wake us
up to prepare us before He
comes.

Give us of your oil; for our
lamps are gone out. Certainly
the lamps go out which have
no oil. The Spirit of God bears
no witness with their spirits
that they are the children of
God. Probably they had only
dreamed that their lamps were
burning, or would burn when
the end came. But when they
awoke to consider it, they com-
prehended what their condi-
tion really was. Their own
works were not acceptable for
righteousness before God. Nei-
ther is any make-believe faith.

On the contrary, our living
faith often seem weak and
faint, and, according to our
feelings, even nonexistent at

16 Christian Monthly

times—especially when it is
about boundless forgiveness.
We mustcry with the disciples,
Lord, Increase our faith. (Luke
17:5) But in the hour when we
are in the greatest need of
faith, it can burst into a flame
from the smallest ray of prom-
ise that radiates from the heart
of our Bridegroom. The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children
of God. (Romans 8:16)

May God help us to watch
the short while yet, and pray
for one another, that we would
not enter into temptation or
lose our precious bridal crown.
We do not want to knock
vainly at the eternally-shut
door of the wedding hall, cry-
ing woefully, not as a bride to
her bridegroom, but to a Lord
who does not recognize the
voices of the ones crying, Lord,
Lord, open to us.

And the Spirit and the

bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And
let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.
(Revelation 22:17)

Therefore, believe by grace,
all your sins forgiven in Jesus’
precious name and atoning
blood. Come, thou beloved
Bridegroom, and bring your
preciously-redeemed bride to
your wedding!

Thanks to thee, for thou
hast promised that, for the
elect’'s sake, these last days
shall be shortened. And as
thou hast also promised,
Surely I come quickly. Amen.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen. (Verses 20-21)

Henry Kero

with joy.

To do good and to communicate forget not: for
with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,
as they that must give account, that they may do it

Hebrews 13:16-17
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Our Citizenship

here are many privi-

leges and responsibili-

ties connected with

citizenship. Thisistrue
as it pertains to our national
life, and it also applies to our
citizenship in the Kingdom of
God.

Although we gladly confess
that we are strangers and pil-
grims here in this world and
are anticipating the time when
we will reap the full and final
benefits of our heavenly citi-
zenship, we need to be grateful
and responsible citizens of this
nation to which we owe our
allegiance.

As we celebrate the signing
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, | would like to en-
courage everyone to be mind-
ful of the countless blessings
God has given us in this nation
which we call our own.

We know this country was
founded by those who risked
their very lives in the pursuit
of the freedoms that we have
come to take for granted. And
over these more than two hun-
dred years, many of America’s
sons and daughters have given
their lives in the defense of this
freedom. Lest we forget, let it
be remembered that this sacri-
fice has also touched some of
our very own families.

Of those who worship here

inour congregation, most of us
are American citizens because
this is the land of our birth.
Many of us are the descen-
dants of immigrants who
crossed the mighty oceans to
the shores of this land of free-
dom. Others are those who
have chosen this as their coun-
try, and have come as immi-
grants themselves.

Because of God’s protec-
tion, we experience miracles
every day. We eat our Creator’s
abundant provision of daily
bread in peace. We live incom-
fort and security in our homes.
We have educational opportu-
nities in the schools, and medi-
cal care in the hospitals. We
have automobiles for travel,
and by air we can cross conti-
nents and oceans in a matter of
hours. We have churches in
which to gather for worship.
We can plan conventions and
other meetings, and, for them,
can use excellent facilities
which are the property of the
public.

Let us not fail to be thank-
ful for our blessings. The na-
tional citizenship of God'’s peo-
ple has not always given them
the type of temporal and mate-
rial blessings that we know. In
the faith chapter in the Book of
Hebrews, we read that they
had trial of cruel mockings
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and scourgings, yea, more-
over of bonds and imprison-
ment. They wandered in
deserts, and in mountains,
and in the dens and caves of
the earth. (Hebrews 11:36, 38)
Today, also, many people
are denied the privileges that
we know. What lies before us is
in the hands of God. We read
in the Book of Revelation that
when the fifth seal was opened,
beneath the altar was seen the
souls of them that had been
slain for the Word of God, and
for the testimony which they
held. And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, How long,
O Lord, holy and true, dost
thou notjudge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on
the earth? And white robes
were given unto every one of
them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet
for a little season, until their
fellowservants also and their
brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should be ful-
filled. (Revelation 6:10-11)
What, then, is our respon-
sibility to this nation as its citi-
zens and as fellow-citizens
with the saints and of the
household of God? Apostle
Paul answers with these
words: I exhort therefore, that,
first of all, supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for
all men; For kings, and for all

that are in authority; that we
may lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness and
honesty. (I Timothy 2:1-2)

Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For
there is no power but of God:
the powers that be are or-
dained of God. For rulers are
not a terror to good works,
but to the evil . . . For he is the
minister of God to thee for
good . . . Wherefore ye must
needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience
sake. For for this cause pay ye
tribute also: for they are God’s
ministers, attending continu-
ally upon this very thing.

Render therefore to all
their dues: tribute to whom
tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom
fear; honour to whom honour.
(Romans 13:1, 3-7)

Apostle Peter warns
against those who despise gov-
ernment, who are presumptu-
ous and self-willed, and are not
afraid to speak evil about the
dignitaries of our govern-
ments. The Lord knoweth how
to deliver the godly out of
temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of
Jjudgment to be punished: But
chiefly them that walk after
the flesh in the lust of unclean-
ness, and despise government.
Presumptuous are they,
selfwilled, they are not afraid
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to speak evil of dignities. (I And he changeth the times and

Peter 2:9-10) the seasons: he removeth
Lord, give us the heartand kings, and setteth up kings.

the spiritof thy servant Daniel, (Daniel 2:20-21)

who said, Blessed be the name

of God for ever and ever: for

wisdom and might are his:

Pastor Alvin Holmgren
Seattle, Washington
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A Cheerful Song

Come, let us sing a cheerful song!
A thousand voices call,

O’er land and sea, to you and me,
“God’s love is over all.”

We hear the song sweet nature sings,
We feel God’s winds blow free,

Whose love is firmer than the hills,
And vaster than the sea.

The sun, that lights the pearly east,
At evening gilds the west;

The love that watched our happy youth,
Our length’ning years hath blest.

Then let us sing a cheerful song
To God, our Guardian Friend;
The love that lights our pathway up
Will surely crown the end.

Frederick John Gillman

To our eternal God
The Father, and the Son,
And Spirit all divine,
Three mysteries in one,
Salvation, pow’r
And praise be given,
By all on earth
And all in Heaven.
Isaac Watts

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.

IJohn1:3-4



