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Our Father’s LoveOur Father’s LoveOur Father’s LoveOur Father’s Love

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear him. For he knoweth our
frame; he remembereth that we are dust.

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of
the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over
it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it
no more.

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting upon them that fear him, and his right-
eousness unto children’s children.

Psalm 103:13-17
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Fountains of Living Water

A
s the hart panteth after
the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after
thee, O God. (Psalm

42:1).
It is said, here, of the hart,

that he needs and seeks water
for his thirst. When he finds a
brook, he drinks; and after a
little while he needs to drink
again. He is thus refreshed.

The immortal spirit of man
longs after God. Peace cannot
be found elsewhere. The
world, as it is, is empty, dark,
and cold. That which it offers,
and which is found there, does
not satisfy. Thirst compels one
to seek God. The spirit longs
after Him, the living God.

What should I do? I open
the Holy Bible, and prayerfully
study its deep treasures. I go to
the services of God’s children
or invite them to my home. In
this way, I find the fresh and
sparkling brook from which I
can drink the clear water of
life. Every drop, even the
smallest, refreshes my soul.
The words of Jesus are made a
living reality to my heart when
He says, Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they
shall be filled. (Matthew 5:6)

We have experienced, dear
brothers and sisters, how our
souls have been nourished.

The thirst returns, however.
The more we drink, and the
clearer waters we long for, the
more our souls need to linger
at those fountains. The soul
yearns to know the fullness of
God. He desires to hear for
himself and receive personally
from the congregation of the
Lord the gospel of forgiveness
of sins in the atoning blood of
Jesus. This is because sin al-
ways besets. It burdens one,
and hinders one’s journey on
the road of life.

We ought not to have fewer
services. Those which we know
as cottage services are pre-
cious, and we cannot afford to
forsake them. This is not to say
that services held in other
places, such as in churches and
schools, are not good, if the
streams of living water are
opened there for the reviving
and refreshing of thirsting
souls.

Nevertheless, at cottage
services, many weary wilder-
ness travelers arc able to get
closer to the bosom of the Lord
and be warmed by the fire of
his love. When the hungering
soul draws near to listen, and
with the heart receives the
sweet and precious message of
the Gospel, he experiences the
truth of Jesus’ words, I am the
bread of life. (John 6:35)
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When our souls are thus nour-
ished by this bread and the
water of life, we yearn in our
hearts to behold Him face to
face in the brightness of
Heaven. The call to come

home is near. O Bridegroom,
lead us to refreshing fountains!

With greetings of
love and peace,
Taneli Kyhala

Christ’s Message After 
Resurrection

E
ach time Jesus re-
vealed Himself to the
disciples after the res-
urrection, He had im-

portant words and instructions
to give them. On one occasion,
He said, These are the words
which I spake unto you, while
I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled, which
were written in the law of
Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning
me. (Luke 24:44) 

Before his death, Jesus
reminded his disciples that He
must suffer and die. It was dif-
ficult for the disciples to un-
derstand what He was talking
about. Today, too, it is difficult
for flesh and blood to under-
stand spiritual things. We no-
tice that this problem existed
wh en J es us  s po ke  t o
Nicodemus. We can read how
that high leader in Israel un-
derstood nothing about new
birth; therefore, Jesus said to
him—and all who are in like

condition—Ye must be born
again. (John 3:7) 

After Jesus had confirmed
what the Scriptures spoke of
Him, then opened he their un-
derstanding, that they might
understand the scriptures.
(Luke 24:45)  Likewise, in our
time, Jesus must open our un-
derstanding by his Spirit.
Someone who understands the
Scriptures is a person who has
the Holy Spirit in his heart
through spiritual new birth, or
who has remained in living
faith from childhood. 

It is written, The natural
man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.
But he that is spiritual judgeth
all things, yet he himself is
judged of no man. (II Corin-
thians 2: 14-15)  A person may
have a natural speaking gift to
minister God’s Word, and also
have some spiritual knowledge
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from reading the Bible and
other Christian writings, even
though he has not personally
experienced new birth. Often,
it may be difficult for those
who do not have spiritual dis-
cernment to understand the
difference between those
preachers who are spiritually
enlightened and led by the
Holy Spirit and those who are
not led by the Spirit, but nev-
ertheless have good, natural
speaking abilities. Therefore, it
is so important that we often
pray to our Heavenly Father,
asking that He will give us
spiritual discernment concern-
ing these things,
and that He will
continue to send
forth his laborers
into his harvest. 

When I was young, the el-
der Christians in Norway
would often mention that the
Spirit uses the Word of God,
and has the voice of the blood
with it as well as its own
power. Peter wrote to the
Christians who were elect ac-
cording to the foreknowledge
of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ. (I
Peter 1: 2)  It is also written of
Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than that of Abel.

(Hebrews 12:24)  Apostle Paul
wrote, In whom we have re-
demption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, accord-
ing to the riches of his grace.
(Ephesians 1:7)

After Jesus opened the disci-
ples’ understanding of the
Scriptures, He gave them a
very important command-
ment. This commandment is
still in effect today. It is given
to us, who are God’s children,
that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem. (Luke
24:47)

Why does He say that it
should begin at Jerusalem?
For those who preach God’s
Word, Jerusalem is God’s con-
gregation. A preacher who is a
partaker of redemption under-
stands the spiritual application
of the preaching of repentance
and the remission of sins. He
will speak of this in his home
and in his congregation, as he
is a witness, even as Jesus said,
Ye are witnesses of these
things. (Luke 24:48)  

In the following verse,
Jesus concluded by saying,
And, behold, I send the prom-
ise of my Father upon you: but

“Repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name

among all nations.”
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tarry ye in the city of Jerusa-
lem, until ye be endued with
power from on high. (Verse
49)  This preaching of repen-
tance and the remission of sins
must have power, so Jesus
gave the instruction to his dis-
ciples that they should wait in
Jerusalem until this power was
given to them. It is written
later about Apostle Peter
preaching this repentance and
the forgiveness of sins on the
day of Pentecost by the power
of the Holy Spirit. 

This power is also present
today when a servant of the
Lord speaks the Word of God
as led by the Holy Spirit. This
is one of the signs that such
servants are the ambassadors
of Christ. Other signs that they
are the Lord’s servants are, as
Peter wrote, If any man speak,
let him speak as the oracles of
God; if any man minister let
him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in
all things may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom
be praise and dominion for
ever and ever. Amen. (I Peter
4:11)  

These ambassadors of
Christ will never be ashamed
to preach repentance and the
remission of sins in Jesus’
name and blood because they
understand the spiritual appli-
cation of the Word, and the
spiritual cleansing of the heart

that takes place through this
Gospel message. He loved us,
and washed us from our sins
in his own blood, and hath
made us kings and priests
unto God and his Father.
(Revelation 1:5-6)  

Peter wrote, Put no differ-
ence between us and them,
purifying their hearts by faith.
(Acts 15:9)  Living faith is a gift
from God, the faith of the Lord
Jesus Christ. And faith cometh
by hearing and hearing by the
word of God. (Romans 10:17)

Jesus warned of false
prophets when He said, Be-
ware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves. Ye shall
know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns,
or figs of thistles? Even so ev-
ery good tree bringeth forth
good fruit; but a corrupt tree
bringeth forth evil fruit. A
good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a cor-
rupt tree bring forth good
fruit. Every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire.
Wherefore by their fruits ye
shall know them. (Matthew
7:15-20) 

A false prophet will often
minimize the teachings from
God’s Word, especially the
preaching of repentance and
the forgiveness of sins. The



Christian Monthly 7

Devil, our common enemy,
hates the blood of Christ, and
seeks to destroy this speaking
blood, which speaks of better
things than the blood of Abel.

May God give us the en-
lightenment to understand
that all the teachings from
God’s Word are not the doc-
trines of men, but the doctrine
of our Lord Jesus Christ. If we
are the Lord’s servants, we will
be obedient to the Word and to
the guidance of the Holy Spirit
when we preach or teach his
Word. 

Jesus warned his disciples
of the difficult time ahead.
They shall put you out of the
synagogues: yea, the time
cometh, that whosoever killeth

you will think that he doeth
God service. ( John 16:2)  In
Matthew’s Gospel, chapters
24-25, we can read Christ’s
teachings concerning the last
times. Therefore, it is very im-
portant that we, who live in the
end time, are honest in our
speech, and do not deviate
from what God gives us
through his Word by the lead-
ing of the Spirit. Apostle Paul
admonished, Let your speech
be alway with grace, seasoned
with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer every
man. (Colossians 4:6) 

God’s peace,
Pastor Arne Nordahl

Vancouver, Washington

The Lord is My Shepherd

F
or our meditation, we
will read the Twenty-
third Psalm:
The Lord is my shep-

herd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down

in green pastures: he leadeth
me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he
leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s
sake.

Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy

rod and thy staff they comfort
me.

Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.

Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.

How fortunate are we to be
able to say that the Lord is our
shepherd. As we read the Old
Testament records of the holy
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ones of God who relied on the
Lord as their shepherd, even in
the most difficult places, we
see that nothing was ever lack-
ing

Abraham believed in God
and followed Him. God prom-
ised Abraham that he would be
the father of a great nation.
Abraham was required to wait
a long time before God’s prom-
ise was fulfilled, but that which
God decreed came to pass. 

It is fortunate that we have
those Old Testament records
for our comfort. If it were not
so, on what would we rely?
Those experiences give us
hope. The people of whom God
gave testimony in his Word
were surrounded by various
trials.

Elias, it is said, was a man
subject to like passions as we,
yet he controlled the weather.
Therefore, even the holiest of
the holy ones have only been
sinners, no better than we are.
They were  surrounded by out-
ward temptations, but since
the Lord was their Shepherd,
they were victorious. 

Since human resources fail,
it is important that we retain
God’s Word and its promises.
It was God’s will that Abraham
was devoid of all human possi-
bilities when He fulfilled his
promise. Abraham knew that it
was not of himself, but of God.
The leading of God is calcu-

lated to keep us in a humble
state, and let us recognize our
frailty. If the human portion in
us begins to rise, then sin is
committed against God. 

Moses was also human.
Though he was a mediator be-
tween God and his people,
Moses erred when he asked if
he had to fetch water from the
rock. He took the credit him-
self. This was a great sin
against God. Moses was given
to see the Promised Land, but
not permitted to reach it.

One of the seven churches
which the Lord carried in his
hand had seemingly fared well,
but, in the sight of the Lord, it
was not so. He reprimanded
the churches which had erred,
and instructed them to repent
and correct their ways. When
He spoke to the “good Chris-
tian,” the one who said, I am
rich and increased with goods
and have need of nothing, He
said, I will spue thee out of my
mouth. (Revelation 3:16-17)

Therefore, dear children, it
is by the grace of God that we
are led to recognize our fail-
ings. Let us pray to the Heav-
enly Father to keep us in such
a condition that we will pos-
sess nothing of ourselves so
that we will find all goodness
in him. Then we can truly
praise the Father.

What are the green pas-
tures and the still waters to
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which we are led? I believe
they reach from the manger of
Bethlehem to the Day of As-
cension; namely the footprints
of Jesus. I am sure that many
of you have found still waters
at the manger. Why did He,
upon whose shoulders the gov-
ernment rested, come in such
a lowly manner? He came thus
in order that He might help the
lowest. The shepherds who
were watching their flocks in
the fields were the first to hear
the celebration that accompa-
nied the Lord’s birth.

Dear friends, let us also
tarry in the Garden of Geth-
semane. There we will find still
waters. We hear the Saviour
praying; his body perspires
blood because of the anguish
of his soul. God has placed the
iniquity of us all upon Him.
Jesus prays for the removal of
the cup, but the Father does
not grant this prayer, even
though it is offered by his own
beloved Son. In the light of the
Lord’s words to Nicodemus,
For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life (John
3:16), we can understand the
reason why the cup of the
wrath of God was not removed
from Christ.

God has two natures. He is
righteous, but He is also mer-

ciful. Since Jesus had willingly
taken upon Himself the mis-
sion of redeeming man
through the sacrifice of his life,
God did not remove the cup of
his wrath. God’s righteousness
did not waver, even though
love was burning in his heart.
If God be for us—He who
spared not his only Son—who
can be against us? Dear
friends, let us often visit those
still waters.

“I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me.”

Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort
me. These words provide much
comfort since a Christian can-
not experience a Pentecost at
all times. Instead, there are
often dim days in which to
travel—days so dark that at
times we wonder whether or
not we even possess the Holy
Spirit. Our hearts seem to be
overflowing with sin and wick-
edness.

 As I see young Christians,
I want to encourage you, dear
young friends, to remain in the
confession of your faith. Ques-
tions may arise in your hearts
concerning whether or not it is
proper for you to believe and
confess when it seems as
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though you do not thoroughly
understand the faith. Perhaps
you feel that your heart is so
worldly. The Apostle wrote,
Seeing then that we have a
great high priest, that is
passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast
our profession. (Hebrews
4:14)

I was a Christian in my
youth, but there were times
when it seemed I did not know
whether or not I was in faith.
Hold fast to the confession of
your faith without wavering.
There will be a brighter day.
The clouds of fog will lift, the
air will clear, and the day will
become so bright that you will
wish to say, “Lord Jesus, be
praised that, in the dark days,
I did not deny my faith.”  The
confession of faith is impor-
tant. Jesus said, Whosoever
therefore shall confess me be-
fore men, him will I confess
also before my Father which is
in heaven. (Matthew 10:32)  

Let us remain steadfast.
Then, one day, we will be
among those present on that
great day of introduction,
when Jesus shall say to his
Father, While I was with them
in the world, I kept them in thy
name: those that thou gavest
me I have kept. (John 17:12)

Certainly now we are living
in a dim age. We have great
tribulations through which to

travel. They are allowed by
God for our benefit. In men-
tioning these experiences, the
Bible states, Wherein ye
greatly rejoice, though now
for a season, if need be, ye are
in heaviness through manifold
temptations. (I Peter 1:6) 

God, for his own pleasure,
does not try us, but He has a
purpose in mind. Perhaps a
child is straying to a wrong
path. He may be becoming
attached to things that are per-
ishable. God must remove
those dangerous things from
his child’s pathway. We hu-
mans are corrupt by nature—
greedy and proud. We seek to
be elevated. However, these
vices do not condemn us if
they do not become the con-
trolling elements in our lives.
If they begin to control us, it is
necessary for God to remove
them so that we will be re-
duced to a condition of humil-
ity. Our feet must be kept on
the ground. Otherwise we will
climb the mountains of pride.
Let us be assured that no trial
befalls us unless it be for our
benefit. A sparrow does not fall
from the tree nor a hair from
our heads except it be the will
of the Father.

When one has been called
upon to fortify the honor of
God in the face of enemies,
very often it has happened that
God has prepared a bountiful
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table even in their presence.
When Stephen was confronted
by the enemy and was dying
under the hail of stones, God
prepared such a remarkable
table before him that his face
was as brilliant as that of an
angel. In the midst of the fire’s
scorching flames, Christians
have also praised God when
He has prepared a table before

them. 
Surely goodness and

mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever. Thanks be unto our
dear Heavenly Father for tak-
ing us into his sheepfold.

Janne Marttiini

Salt and Light

Y
e are the salt of the
earth: but if the salt
have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be

salted? it is thenceforth good
for nothing, but to be cast out,
and to be trodden under foot
of men.

Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid.

Let your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in
heaven. (Matthew 5:13-14, 16)

These words of Jesus fol-
low the Beatitudes in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. That ser-
mon is the highest moral
teaching ever given. With
those words, Jesus addressed
his followers.  His message is
for all Christians, including
you and me.  We are to be the
salt and light in this world.

There is something inter-

esting about these two ele-
ments, salt and light. Let us
examine them.

Take a handful of salt and
eat it.  We can’t do it.  Put it in
a garden, and it kills every-
thing.  Yet it is an essential ele-
ment for life, and it makes our
food taste better.  In that day,
when there was no refrigera-
tion, it was especially necessary
as a preservative for food,
which is probably what Jesus
had in mind with this example.
Salt was not added to food to
make it good, but to do good by
preventing spoilage by harmful
organisms.  Salt can prevent
spoilage, but it cannot unspoil
already-spoiled food.

Jesus calls us to be the salt
of the earth; not to get good,
but to do good. Christians are
called to have a healthy influ-
ence in an evil and corrupt so-
ciety.  I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should
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go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain.
(John 15:16)  

Paul wrote, Let your
speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to
a n s w e r  e v e r y  m a n .
(Colossians 4:6)

Salt that has lost its savour
is good for nothing.  Jesus
makes it clear that it is thence-
forth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men.  A Christian
who does not stand against the
corruption of the world has
lost his witness to the world.  It
is sin that corrupts and de-
stroys.

Jesus went on to say, Ye
are the light of the world.
What does He mean? Jesus is
the true Light.  He tells us, I
am the light of the world: he
that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life. (John
8:12) 

In the beginning of the Bi-
ble, God said, Let there be
light: and there was light.
(Genesis 1:3)  God, who com-
manded the light to shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. (II
Corinthians 4:6)  Jesus Christ,
the true Light, existed from the
beginning, before the sun and

moon were created the fourth
day.

As Christians, we are to be
light bearers, who carry the
light to the world. When Christ
has enlightened and cleansed
our hearts with his blood, He
places a desire in us to bring
that light to others. A city that
is set on an hill cannot be hid.
God’s people — the Church—
are called to bring light into
darkness.  Neither do men light
a candle, and put it under a
bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. (Matthew
5:15)  The light is to shine for
the benefit of everyone in the
house.  This includes our fam-
ily, church, community, and
the world.  It is not to be only
in words, but also in our ac-
tions and deeds. The world
looks very carefully at our lives.
The Gospel must be evident in
the lives of Christians so that
the world may see if we prac-
tice what we preach.

Peter wrote, Dearly be-
loved, I beseech you as strang-
ers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul; Having your
conversation honest among
the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evil-
doers, they may by your good
works, which they shall be-
hold, glorify God in the day of
visitation. (I Peter 2:11-12)
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What is the nature of salt
and light?  We often take salt
and light for granted. They are
both very necessary for sur-
vival and growth.  Salt can pre-
vent the corruption process,
whereas light brings forth new
life, warmth, shows us the way,
and gives us joy.  They both
affect our lives continuously.
Jesus is showing us what true
Christian character should be.
It is being salt and light in a
dark world, persistently and
silently, without boasting.  It is
Christ, the true Light, who has
given the will and gifts to serve
Him by the power of the Holy
Spirit.  The good works are to
glorify your Father which is in
heaven.

Jesus taught his disciples
that the outward show and
hypocrisy of the Pharisees was
not acceptable.  In the Sermon
on the Mount, He told them,
Except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven. (Mat-
thew 5:20) He equates anger
and hatred with murder, and
lust with adultery to show that
all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23)

Jesus said He did not come
to destroy the Law or the
prophets, but to fulfill. It was
God who gave the command-

ments to Moses, and they still
stand.  But the Law could not
create new hearts in men, for it
was weak through the flesh.
(Romans 8:3)  Therefore by
the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his
sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin.  (Romans
3:20) We have to come under
the New Covenant to get new
hearts, as Jeremiah prophe-
sied, I will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my peo-
ple. And they shall teach no
more every man his neigh-
bour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for they shall all know
me, from the least of them unto
the greatest of them, saith the
Lord: for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more. (Jeremiah
31:33-34)

Jesus, the sinless Son of
God came to fulfill the Law and
die the death we deserved.
Christ brings us a God-made
righteousness that we receive
by faith, and He gives us power
to be all that He desires of us.
Jesus is our only hope. His vic-
tory over death is now ours.

Pastor Elmer Yliniemi
Frazee, Minnesota
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God’s Embroidery

W
hen I was a little boy,
my mother used to
embroider a great
deal.  I would sit and

look up from the floor, and ask
what she was doing.  She told
me that she was embroidering.

As from the underside I
watched her work within the
boundaries of the little round
hoop that she held, I com-
plained that it looked like a
mess. She would smile down at
me and gently say, “My son,
you go about your playing for
awhile, and when I am finished
with my embroidering, I will
take you up on my knee, and
let you see it from my side.”

I would wonder why she
used some dark threads along
with the bright ones, and why
they seemed so jumbled.  A
few minutes would pass, and
then I would hear Mother say,
“Son, come sit on my knee.”
When I did, I would see a
beautiful flower or a sunset.  I
could hardly believe it because,

from underneath, it had looked
so confusing.

Then Mother would say,
“My son, from underneath, it
looked messy and jumbled, but
you didn’t realize that there
was a pre-drawn plan on the
top.  I was only following the
design.  Now you see it the
right way.”

Many times through the
years, I have looked up to my
Heavenly Father and asked,
“Father, what are you doing?”
He has answered, “I am em-
broidering your life.”  I say,
“But it looks like a mess to me.
It seems so jumbled.  Some
threads are so dark.”  The Fa-
ther seems to tell me, “My
child, you go about your busi-
ness of doing my business, and
one day I will lift you up to
Heaven, and put you on my
knee, and you will see the plan
from my side.”

Author Unknown

But now O Lord, thou art our father, we are the
clay, and thou our potter, and we all are the work of
thy hand.

Isaiah 64:8
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Children’sChildren’sChildren’sChildren’s
PagePagePagePage

Dear Children,

I would like to share the Scrip-
ture where a new disciple was cho-
sen to replace Judas. You can find
this in Acts 1: 20-26

A New Disciple is Chosen

Judas had betrayed Jesus, and then he went out and took his
own life. We know that Judas did not die a believer, but died a
sad death in a field, which became known as The Field of Blood.

Peter said, For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his
[Judas’s] habitation be desolate and let no man dwell therein:
and his bishoprick [office of disciple] let another take. (Acts
1:20) Peter was saying that it was prophesied that the field where
Judas died was to be left empty. No one was to live there, and
another man should be chosen to take Judas’s place. So the
eleven remaining disciples were gathered together, and it was
time to choose a new disciple. 

There were certain men who had been with the disciples
when Jesus walked with them, even as long ago as when John
was baptized, and up to the time when Jesus went back to
Heaven. They were to choose from those men because they were
often with Jesus, and saw Him  crucified. They loved Jesus, and
wanted to be near, and to tell others what they had seen. 

Who would they choose, and how?  Let’s read on.
And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was

surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 
And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the

hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen,
That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from
which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own
place. (Verses 23-25)

This was a serious matter, and Peter began with prayer,
asking for God’s guidance. This is so important, even in our lives,
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that we take our plans, needs, desires, and cares to God in
prayer. We should never try to do things without getting God’s
help first. We want Him to help us decide what to do so that it is
right, and by his will.

Often we see in the Bible that the way to choose a person for
something, or to make a decision on an important matter was
called casting lots. This was done in several different ways. The
Bible tells us that they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon
Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. (Verse
26)

So we see here that Peter asked God to decide on this matter,
and Matthias was his answer. God knows all things, and He had
plans for how Matthias would serve Him. He also knows how you
and I will serve Him. Let us pray and ask Him to help us do our
best. Let us ask Him that we will be filled with the Spirit and the
desire to serve.

But we must never think we can serve God on our own. It just
doesn’t work, and if we try, we will find trouble getting in the
way. 

I pray that you children, and anyone reading this, including
me, will ask God each day to guide us, and be in our hearts and
minds so that our lives are pleasing in his sight, and that we will
glorify his holy name.

We serve a living and true God and his Son. Let’s keep them
in our hearts and minds for all time.

God be with each of you.

God’s peace, 
Gwen Wilson

Ridgefield, Washington 

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God.

I John 3:1
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A
s the day approached that was set aside for us to honor
our mothers, I thought of my own dear mother, Evelyn
Warnke, who was suddenly taken from us on March 19,
2007 at the age of 89. She is now resting in eternal peace

with the Lord.
Mom was the spiritual leader in our family, and she diligently

taught us God’s way through the living Word, the Bible. One of
Mom’s greatest joys was when our dad, Harry, repented and was
given grace to believe that he also was a child of God. Christian-
ity was the first priority in everything, and Mom always made
sure we lived near our church so that we could go to Sunday
school and worship services. 

Mom taught the Word to us ten children in simplicity. I can
hear her, even now, quote the words, Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. (Matthew 7:7)  She often encouraged us as we struggled
with the temptations that so often assailed us as we were
growing up.

Her teachings will remain with us. I pray that we who are left
can continue faithful, day by day, as we journey in that same
faith, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
laying aside the weight and sin that so often assails us, looking
forward to that day when we will all be with the Lord in eternal
glory. There we will sing praises of thanksgiving to God, our
Father, and his Son, Jesus, our Redeemer.

Many of you have sent cards and gifts, along with your kind
and comforting words, and we thank you all, and ask you to
remember us as you petition our Heavenly Father in prayer.
God’s peace to all.

In behalf of the family,
Lenny Warnke, 

Hockinson, Washington
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Invitation to
Michigan Services

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
God’s peace! 
The Champion, Eastwood of Negaunee, Republic, and

Watton congregations invite you to attend the 2007 Midwest
Regional Fall Services August 10-12, 2007 in Republic, Michigan
at the Republic-Michigamme School. 

The gymnasium will seat 250 to 400 people. Lunch, dinner,
and refreshments will be served in the adjoining cafeteria. There
is a nursery and also a quiet room for elders to rest between
services. The parking lot will accommodate self-contained motor
homes. 

The service schedule is as follows:

Friday, August 10 7:00 pm
Saturday, August 11 10:00 am, 2:00 pm, 6:00 pm
Sunday, August 12 10:00 am, 2:00 pm

May the Holy Spirit of grace and the resurrecting power in
Christ Jesus rest upon the speakers and the fellowship of
believers. 

We look forward to seeing you. For further information, you
may contact me at: 906-339-2129, cell: 906-371-0191, or by
email at ruthkandoll@peoplepc.com.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Andrew Kandoll

That which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ.

 I John 1:3
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To the Graduate

E
ach year at this time,
we join in congratulat-
ing those who graduate
from high school or

college. We wish you the very
best. As parents and grandpar-
ents, our prayers to the Heav-
enly Father are that He would
watch over you precious young
ones, and guide you with his
unerring hand as you begin a
new chapter in your lives.

We congratulate each of
you for your accomplishments.
You have diligently applied
yourselves to your studies, and
now you have reached a new
level in the arena of academics.
For some of you, it will mean
the beginning of a work career,
while for others it means
reaching a plateau from which
you will launch into further
studies. Whatever the case
may be, graduation means the
end of one chapter in your life
and the beginning of a new
one.

Dear Christian graduate,
God blessed you with the abil-
ity to learn. In learning, you
have been preparing yourself
for your future, which is some-
thing very important to all of
us. As you step out into the
working world or pursue ad-
vanced studies, it is good to
remember that the eyes of
many are upon you — some

with love and prayers, others
searching for an answer to who
you really are. May God give
you strength, dear young
brother and sister, to seek
God’s help and guidance so
that your life will be a reflec-
tion of the Lord Jesus living
within your heart. Whether
you are in college or in the
workplace, the world will ob-
serve your lifestyle closely.
Some may be critical; others
will be encouraging and sup-
portive. Most important of all,
however, is that you continue
to let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:16)

We pray for God’s richest
blessings upon each of you
dear young soldiers of the
cross. May your march
through life be successful in
terms of temporal earthly well-
being, and ultimately spiritual
victory and eternal life. You
dear young ones are the future
of the Christian Church on
earth.

May God’s peace be with
you now and always.

Pastor Ken Storm
Tapiola, Michigan
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     Children of the     Children of the     Children of the     Children of the

    Heavenly Father    Heavenly Father    Heavenly Father    Heavenly Father

Children of the heavenly Father,
Safely in his bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish,
In his holy courts they flourish;
From all evil things He spares them,
In his mighty arms He bears them.

Neither life nor death shall ever,
From the Lord his children sever;
Unto them his grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

Though He giveth or He taketh,
God his children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.

Carolina W. Sandell-Berg

Lina Sandell-Berg of Sweden was a “daddy’s girl” in child-
hood, as she often stayed indoors in his study due to her ill
health. She became paralyzed at age twelve. She began to write
poems, and had many published when she was a teenager. When
she was twenty-six, she and her father were boating outside the
harbor of Göteborg when he fell overboard and drowned. Lina
wrote a flood of hymns and poems after this tragedy, including
“Day by Day, and With Each Passing Moment.” She wrote about
650 hymns and poems throughout her lifetime. The above was
published in 1855, three years before she lost her earthly father.

Happy Father’s Day to All FathersHappy Father’s Day to All FathersHappy Father’s Day to All FathersHappy Father’s Day to All Fathers


