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Blessed be the Lord GodBlessed be the Lord GodBlessed be the Lord GodBlessed be the Lord God

For he hath visited and redeemed his people.
Thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the

Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord
to prepare his ways;

 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people
by the remission of their sins, Through the tender
mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on
high hath visited us,

 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way
of peace.

Luke 1:68, 76-79
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What is Necessary to Salvation?

I
recently received a let-
ter in which the writer
stated, “As I under-
stand the teaching of

the Apostolic Lutheran
Church, it stresses the neces-
sity of confessing one’s sins
personally to another Lutheran
Christian, and having that per-
son pronounce the forgiveness
of sins. In your church, is this
act considered necessary for
salvation?”

I answered: “In our church,
we do not believe that any act
of man saves us. Salvation is
entirely the work of God
through Jesus Christ our Sav-
iour. For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift
of God. (Ephesians 2:8)  But in
order that we may appropriate
this salvation from God, we
must submit ourselves to his
will, for God has to give us the
power to become his children;
that is, strength to believe the
forgiveness of our sins, which
is the essence of the grace of
God. John tells us simply and
plainly in his Gospel how we
are to become the children of
God, stating: He came unto his
own, and his own received
him not. But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of

God, even to them that believe
on his name: Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God. (John 1:11-
13)”

Many people say, “It was
simple for them to receive the
Lord when He was here on
earth, but how can we receive
Him today?”  Biblically, we are
to receive the Lord in his
words and through his believ-
ers. Jesus said, If a man love
me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him,
and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him.
(John 14:23)  Thus we receive
the Lord in his words. Again
Jesus said, He that receiveth
whomsoever I send receiveth
me; and he that receiveth me
receiveth him that sent me.
(John 13:20) And, He that
heareth you heareth me; and
he that despiseth you
despiseth me; and he that
despiseth me despiseth him
that sent me. (Luke 10:16)
Thus we receive the Lord
through his believers.

If I say, “I will confess to
the Lord that I have sinned,
and ask Him to forgive me; I
do not have to confess that I
have sinned to any person,
neither do I have to ask anyone
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for the forgiveness of my sins;
I will deal directly with God,”
am I not despising the children
of God and his servants? Do
you think that God will give me
the strength to believe my sins
forgiven? If He will not give
me the power to believe my
sins forgiven, from whence will
my power come?  

Luther said, “The forgive-
ness of sins is of two kinds.
The first is to drive sin from
the heart and infuse grace into
it. This is the work of God
alone. The second kind is the
declaration of the forgiveness
of sins. This man can do to his
fellow man. This word of con-
solation shall not cease among
Christians until the last day: Be
of good cheer; thy sins be for-
given thee. (Matthew 9:2)  A
Christian always uses such lan-
guage and openly declares the
forgiveness of sins. For this
reason and in this manner, a
Christian has power to forgive
sins. They who believe those
words praise and glorify God,
even as they do here in this
Gospel. That is, God has given
man power to forgive sins, and
thus the kingdom of God is
spread, and the conscience is
strengthened and comforted.
This we do through the Word.
God grant that we may also
thus understand it.” [Luther’s
Church Postil, 19th Sunday af-
ter Trinity]

Many people misunder-
stand the words of the Chris-
tians when they speak of the
confession of sins. They gener-
ally think that they mean the
confession of individual sins,
which is not so. I will give you
an illustration from my own
conversion.

God convicted me of my
sins until I could no longer
hide the fact that I was a great
sinner. I longed for the forgive-
ness of my sins. I was in this
convicted state for about two
years. During that time, I con-
fessed my sins to God and
asked Him to forgive me, but I
did not receive any assurance
that they were forgiven.

I went from one church to
another, always seeking that
assurance that my heart
longed for, the forgiveness of
my sins. I even went so far as
to confess my sins to a Lu-
theran minister, but the best
comfort that he could give me
was to go home and pray to
God, asking Him to be gra-
cious to me and forgive me my
sins. No one has to tell a con-
victed soul to pray. He has
prayed, long before he has re-
vealed his troubled state to
anyone. If he could have found
that which his heart longed
for, he would not have to con-
fide to anyone what was trou-
bling him. 

God directed me to the Ap-
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ostolic Lutheran Christians,
and it was at their services that
this truth was revealed to me:
that Jesus gave the power to
his true believers to forgive the
sins of convicted sinners in his
name and atoning blood. This
revelation gave me the
strength to publicly ask the
Christians who were at the ser-
vices if my sins could be for-
given me. They declared the
forgiveness of my sins
and, as much as I
wanted to believe them
forgiven, I could not, for
the Devil said to me:
“That grace does not
belong to you, for if they knew
how great a sinner you are,
they would never have de-
clared the forgiveness of your
sins so quickly.”

But a spark of hope had
been kindled in my heart, that
perhaps that grace did belong
to me. Therefore, I asked
again, “Is it true that the for-
giveness of sins belongs to so
great a sinner as I, who has
broken all the commandments
of God?”  All the Christians
realized that the Devil was try-
ing to withhold the grace of
God from me, so they showed
me from the Bible how grace
belonged to Mary Magdalene,
who had had seven devils; and
the man who was possessed
with devils out of which a le-
gion departed. It also belonged

to Peter, who thrice denied his
Master, and to the dying thief
on the cross. And they laid
their hands upon me and
urged me to believe all my sins
forgiven in Jesus’ name and
blood. 

It was then that God gave
me the power to believe my
sins forgiven, and to taste the
sweetness of his grace and the
warmth of his love. It was then

that He gave me the Holy
Spirit, who bore witness with
my spirit that I was a child of
God. (Romans 8:16)

This filled my heart with
joy and brought me such as-
surance of salvation that, to
this day, I have not doubted
that my sins were forgiven me
before God in Heaven as they
were forgiven to me here on
earth. All the arguments of
men on earth or all the devils
of hell cannot convince me that
Jesus has not given his true
believers the power to forgive
sins to penitent sinners. I am
positive that the laying on of
hands, in the blessing of the
forgiveness of sins, is still one
of the principles of the doc-
trine of Christ. (Hebrews 6:1-
2)

“The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God.”
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It was sometime later that
the Holy Spirit urged me to
make private confession and
enumerate my individual sins;
to right those wrongs that I
had done to others. But that
was not a means of salvation. I
was saved by the grace of God.
This was the work of faith
through the Holy Spirit, who
leads us into all truth. (John
16:13, 3:21)

I am publishing this in the
Christian Monthly with the
hope that, if there is some

other seeking soul who is con-
f u s e d  a s  t h i s  w r i t e r
was—because many Lutheran
ministers have not the light of
God, or dare not teach the doc-
trine of Christ as Luther taught
it—that they will be helped to
find the kingdom of God.
(Matthew 6:33)  May they find
righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Ghost.
(Romans 14:17)

Andrew Mickelsen

Let Us Pray

A
s we come together as a
nation on May 5th to
pray, our petitions will
be for spiritual awak-

ening. The awakening that we
pray for is one that will lead all
people to Jesus Christ. 

It is by his Son, Jesus
Christ, that our Heavenly Fa-
ther has chosen to reconcile
the world unto Himself. Nei-
ther is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other
name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must
be saved. (Acts 4:12)

The forgiveness of sins and
life eternal are the messages
that have been given to us in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In
the Bible, we are told that the

gospel of Christ . . . is the
power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.
(Romans 1:16)  By this state-
ment, we see that it is only by
faith in Jesus Christ that we
can obtain the forgiveness of
our sins and eternal life. This is
why our prayer must be that
God will lead all people to his
blessed Son, Jesus Christ.

When Jesus walked upon
the earth, He said, Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. (Matthew 11:28)  He
calls to all of us who are under
the burden of sin. His call is
for us to come to Him so we
can be released from that
weight. Dear friends, Jesus
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Christ lived, died, and rose
again from the dead for the
forgiveness of our sins. This is
the Good News that has come
down from Heaven.

Truly changed lives come
only after the hearts of individ-
uals have been turned to Jesus.
This is why our prayer must be
for spiritual awakening. The

salvation of souls is of the ut-
most importance. God has sent
his Son for this very purpose.
He is not willing that any
should perish, but that all
should come to repentance. (II
Peter 3:9)

Pastor Gene Mixon
Seattle, Washington

America, Honor God
Them that honour me I will honour. (I Samuel 2:30)

As American troops fight for freedom and battle the war on
terror, citizens of the United States are preparing to celebrate
their freedom to gather, worship, and pray. Millions will answer
the call to prayer on May 4, the 55th annual National Day of
Prayer, by flocking to observances held in public venues to pray
for the nation, governmental leaders, media, churches, families,
and schools.

National Day of Prayer’s official website

History of the 
National Day of Prayer

There have been several national days of prayer in the US
before the day was made official in 1952. The Continental
Congress issued a day of prayer in 1775 to designate “a time for
prayer in forming a new nation.” 

On April 17, 1952, President Truman signed a bill proclaim-
ing the National Day of Prayer into law. It was in 1972 that the
National Prayer Committee was formed. It went on to create the
National Day of Prayer Task Force, with the intended purpose of
coordinating events for the National Day of Prayer. In 1988,
President Reagan signed a bill into law decreeing that the
National Day of Prayer should be held on the first Thursday of
May. 
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I am the Resurrection and the Life

O
ne of the most moving
stories recorded in the
Bible is the relation-
ship of the two sisters,

Martha and Mary, and their
brother, Lazarus, with Jesus.
They lived in the town of
Bethany, a short distance from
Jerusalem. Jesus was often
their guest.

When Lazarus became ill,
his sisters sent a message to
Jesus saying, Behold, he whom
thou lovest is sick. (John 11:3)
After receiving this message,
Jesus delayed his journey to
Bethany by two days so that,
when He did arrive, Lazarus
had been in the grave for four
days. 

When Martha learned that
Jesus was coming, she went
out to meet Him, but Mary
remained in the house. Upon
their meeting, Martha said to
Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died.
But I know, that even now,
whatsoever thou wilt ask of
God, God will give it thee.
(John 11:21-22)

When Jesus assured
Martha that her brother would
rise again, she said to Him, I
know that he shall rise again
in the resurrection at the last
day.

Jesus said unto her, I am
the resurrection, and the life:

he that believeth in me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die.
Believest thou this?

She saith unto him, Yea,
Lord: I believe that thou art
the Christ, the Son of God,
which should come into the
world. (Verses 24-27)

Martha then went and told
Mary, The Master is come, and
calleth for thee. (Verse 28)

At Mary’s meeting with
Jesus, she fell down at his feet
and repeated the words of her
sister: Lord, if thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died.
(Verse 32) 

When Jesus saw Mary
weeping, and those who had
come with her, He also wept.
Some of the Jews, who saw
how Jesus loved them, said,
Could not this man, which
opened the eyes of the blind,
have caused that even this
man should not have died?
(Verse 37)

Yet Lazarus had died. We
follow the mourners to the
grave and hear Jesus praying.
Then He calls out, Lazarus,
come forth. And he that was
dead came forth, bound hand
and foot with graveclothes:
and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith
unto them, Loose him, and let
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him go. (Verses 43-44)
As we stand in awe of the

mighty power of the Lord that
was evidenced in this miracle,
He draws near to each one of
us and asks us the most impor-
tant question of our lives. This
is the question:  Do we believe
that He is the Resurrection
and the Life?  

Our eternal destiny rests
on our answer to this question.
Unless we believe that Jesus
was delivered unto death for
our offences, and was raised
from the dead for our justifica-
tion, we will never be partakers
of eternal life. For He who
called Lazarus forth from the
grave was himself later sub-
jected to death. Not that his
life was taken from Him, but
that He willingly laid it down
for us, as He said, No man tak-
eth it from me, but I lay it
down of myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have
power to take it again. This
commandment have I received
of my Father. (John 10:18)

We hear Jesus, the victor
over death, say, I am he that
liveth, and was dead; and,
behold, I am alive for ever-
more, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death. (Rev-
elation 1:18)  As the Apostle

Paul testified, Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which
is above every name: That at
the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth;
And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. (Philippians 2:9-11) 

As we continue to celebrate
the resurrection of our Lord,
let us, together with believers
in every age, exclaim with Pe-
ter, the apostle, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living
God. (Matthew 16:16) Then we
can also say with Peter,
Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abun-
dant mercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, To an inheri-
tance incorruptible, and unde-
filed, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for
you, Who are kept by the
power of God through faith
unto salvation ready to be re-
vealed in the last time. (I Peter
1:3-5)

Pastor Alvin Holmgren
Seattle, Washington

He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. 
Matthew 28:6
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Children’s PageChildren’s PageChildren’s PageChildren’s Page
Dear Children, 

I hope Easter was special for
you. It seems as though it came
and went, but did it really?  No, it
stays with us in our hearts. We
can be thankful for God’s great
love to us. He sent his only Son to
die for our sake, and rise again in
victory. 

I would like to finish the events after Jesus arose. You can
find these in the 24th chapter of Luke beginning with verse 13.

Jesus Returns to His Father

Two of the disciples were walking on their way to a town
called Emmaus. They were talking about Jesus’ death, when all
of a sudden a man drew near to them. He asked them what they
were talking about, and why they were so sad. 

And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering
said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in these
days?

And he said unto them, What things? 
And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,

which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and
all the people. (Luke 24:18-19)

And the two disciples went on to tell the “stranger” about
Jesus dying on the cross. 

You know children, that this man was Jesus himself. He
listened to them, and then he said unto them, O fools, and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and
he made as though he would have gone further. But they
constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward
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evening, 
and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with

them. (Verses 25-29)
Jesus sat down to eat with those disciples. After He blessed

the food, He broke the bread and gave it to them. The disciples’
eyes were opened and they understood that the man was Jesus.
As soon as they knew Him, Jesus vanished from their sight. 

The two disciples hurried all the way back to Jerusalem to
excitedly tell the other disciples that they had seen Jesus, and
spoken and eaten with Him.

And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. (Verse 36)

They were still afraid, even after hearing those comforting
words.

Jesus did not like to see them so troubled. He told them to
look at his hands and feet, and He showed them the nail prints.
Even though they could see them, they were still afraid, so Jesus
asked if there was any food. They gave him a piece of fish and
some honeycomb, and He ate them. Then He told them all about
the scriptures that spoke of Him, as far back as Moses. He told
them that all they had seen had to come to pass, for it was God’s
plan. He told them that they were to go out into the world and
tell all these things to people wherever they went.

He then led them out as far as a place called Bethany. There
He lifted his hands Heavenward and said a blessing on the
disciples who were so precious to Him. The Bible tells us, And it
came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them,
and carried up into heaven. (Verse 51)

I can just see those disciples standing there looking up to
Heaven with sadness in their hearts as their friend, Jesus, would
not be with them any more on this earth. But we know they had
joy too--a joy that could only come from God, as the Bible tells us
in our last two verses of this text. And they worshipped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And were continually in
the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. (Verses 52-53)

Did you children know that amen means It is so?
What a wonderful God and Jesus we have. And because we

have the Holy Spirit, we can still worship them today. One day
we can worship them in the beautiful glory of Heaven.

Gwen Wilson
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The Master’s Voice

A
nd they said one to
another, Did not our
heart burn within us,
while he talked with us

by the way, and while he
opened to us the scriptures?
(Luke 24:32)

These were the words of
the two disciples who jour-
neyed from Jerusalem to the
village of Emmaus after the
crucifixion of Jesus. Their
seven-mile journey was one
filled with sorrow and dejec-
tion. The events of the preced-
ing days had left them bewil-
dered and without hope be-
cause He whom they thought
would be the ruler and re-
deemer of Israel had been cru-
cified by the chief priests and
rulers.

We may wonder why those
disciples should have had such
heavy hearts. They had been
with Jesus when He performed
miracles. They had witnessed
his great power. They had
heard Him explain that He
must suffer and die so that the
world, through Him, might
live.

Herein is the frail nature of
man made evident once again.
If we are able to see and hear
with our natural eyes and ears,
we may, perhaps, believe. If,
on the other hand, we cannot
employ our natural senses to

establish and confirm things,
we are prone to reject them. 

We remember doubting
Thomas. There is this measure
of unbelief that is inherent in
our human nature, but, thanks
be to God for the living faith
He has instilled in our hearts
so that our unbelief is dimin-
ished, and that with our hearts
we can believe today in the
resurrected Christ.

The disciples of Jesus did
not recognize Him when He
walked with them because He
withheld his identity. They
were amazed as his apparent
ignorance of the recent events
in Jerusalem, and thought
Him to be the only stranger in
the city when He began to in-
quire as to the reason for their
obvious sadness. It was only
after He permitted them to
describe fully those happen-
ings that He began to speak. 

First, He upbraided them
for their unbelief, and then,
beginning at Moses and the
prophets, He expounded unto
them the Scriptures. Intrigued
and captivated by his words,
the disciples constrained Him
to tarry with them in Emmaus.
As He sat to eat with them, He
took the bread, blessed it,
broke it, and gave it to them,
and their eyes were opened. It
was then that they recognized
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Him. He vanished from their
sight.

Even today, Jesus is beheld
with the eyes of faith in the
breaking of the spiritual bread.
Jesus said, I am the living
bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of this
bread, he shall live for ever:
and the bread that I will give
is my flesh, which I will give
for the life of the world. (John
6:51)  Oh, that we may always
hunger for living bread.

“I am the living bread
which came down from

heaven.”

The disciples marveled and
rejoiced together as they re-
called how their hearts had
burned within them as He
opened the Scriptures unto
them. We readily see the re-
sults of their encounter with
Jesus. Their faith was rekin-
dled, and they immediately
hastened back to Jerusalem to
bring the wonderful news to
the other disciples. And they
told what things were done in
the way, and how he was
known of them in breaking of
bread. (Luke 24:35)  “Jesus
lives!  We have seen Jesus!”
was the essence of what they
reported. They had certainly
heard the Master’s voice.

Beloved in Christ, do our
hearts also burn within us

when we hear our Master’s
voice?  Though his message
may come from the lips of poor
mortals who preach with stam-
mering tongues, how wonder-
ful it is to receive that message.
We, too, can share in the joy
those disciples experienced
long ago. May the Word have
the same effect as it did then,
prompting us to hasten with
joy to tell others the good
news: Jesus lives; we have
seen Him. You can see Him,
too.

This is the Gospel of Christ
to an unbelieving world. The
essence of the Gospel is the
remission of sins in the name
and blood of Jesus. It contin-
ues to be preached by the
faithful so that penitent sin-
ners can be cleansed, and liv-
ing faith be born within their
hearts. Of such, it shall be said
one day, These are they which
came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. (Revelation
7:14)

We pray that the Lord
would continue to open the
Scriptures to us in these last
moments in time so that we
may bask in the sunshine of his
love, and rejoice, knowing that
He has chosen us to be his dis-
ciples. We, too, like the disci-
ples of old, long to hear the Mas-
ter’s voice as we journey here.
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We believe that, some
golden daybreak, Jesus will
come. We will hear the Mas-
ter’s voice in wonderful words
of welcome, extended to his
blood-washed throng, saying,
Come, ye blessed of my Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom pre-

pared for you from the foun-
dation of the world. (Matthew
25:34)

In God’s peace,
Pastor Ken Storm
Tapiola, Michigan

God’s Way is the Best Way

A
ll scripture is given by
inspiration of God,
and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof,

for correction, for instruction
in righteousness. (II Timothy
3:16)

I once had the opportunity
to be on a panel before a group
of school teachers, answering
questions about our church. I
knew the questions before-
hand, and wanted to answer as
our church believes, with a
scriptural base. Thus, before
the meeting, I started looking
through the Bible concerning
our families and lifestyle. I did-
n’t get very far before thinking
that God is awesome. He has
the whole plan right here in
the Bible.

Sometimes I’m so foolish. I
act like God is foolish because
I think I have a better way to
do things than He does. For
example, I wonder, why do I
have to be home taking care of
kids, scrubbing bathrooms and

washing clothes?  Why would
any girl choose to get married
and do this for a lifestyle?
Well, the Bible says, I will
therefore that the younger
women marry, bear children,
guide the house, give none oc-
casion to the adversary to
speak reproachfully. (I Timo-
thy 5:14)  You see, God saw,
thousands of years ahead, and
He knew that mankind would
throw out his good ideas and
make their own. He also knew
that the world divorce rate
would be fifty percent or more
by this time, with adultery and
perversion acceptable in our
society. That’s why we have the
Bible; his way to follow.

If we look to the Bible for
our answers, they are all there.
It is a people that do err in
their heart, and they have not
known my ways: (Psalm
95:10) My heart has ached for
children who have so little
guidance, yet must contend
with so much badness in the
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world. Thank God so many
mothers are still able to be
keepers at home. (Titus 2:5)  I
do not want to demean or dis-
credit working mothers who
must work outside the home
because of financial necessity,
illness, and so forth. My heart
and prayers go out to them. 

If you full-time mothers
find motherhood a little bor-
ing, however, see Proverb 31
for great instruction on how to
fill your days.

The world is pointing fin-
gers at one another for the
problems that abound, saying,
“It’s his fault” or her fault, or
their fault, or the fault of the
other country. They’re wrong.
The fault is that the new way of
life, which rejects the authority
of the Bible, is not God’s way.

We hear and read about
kids having disrespect in
schools and public, kids di-
vorcing their parents, fighting
between biological and surro-
gate parents over one child.
When we open up the Word,
it’s pretty plain and simple:
Children, obey your parents in
the Lord: for this is right.
Honour thy father and
mother. (Ephesians 6:1-2)
Obey them that have the rule
over you, and submit your-
selves. (Hebrews 13:17)  See
the account of Sarai and Hagar
in Genesis 16. Can we argue
with God?  Is He so foolish

that we should doubt Him?
To the kids in school:

When the teacher passes out
an assignment and gives in-
structions, what happens if we
don’t listen?  We can’t do the
assignment, and we get a fail-
ing grade. Life is like one big
assignment. If we listen and
read the instructions (the Bi-
ble) and follow them, we can
have an A+ in life. Why choose
to have a failing grade?

I know the Bible can be
pretty confusing, especially
when you’re young. In school,
you may have read some
Shakespearean English, which
is written in language similar
to our King James Bible, and
you may have wondered what
some of it meant. But most of
the Bible is pretty straightfor-
ward. And, using a Concor-
dance with the Bible can be
very helpful. I’ve found that,
where family life is concerned,
most of the texts are easy to
understand. The problem is
that we don’t always want to
understand--or accept--what
we read in the Bible.

Of course, life won’t always
be easy, with no trouble at all.
But that is God’s way, too. He
tries us and uses us so we can
apply his Word in new ways.

Let’s start fighting this
crazy-quilt way of life that the
world is sewing up around us,
and let’s keep living God’s way.
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It will be the most exciting
blessing that ever came our
way. Blessed is he that keepeth
the sayings of the prophecy of
this book. (Revelation 22:7)

Karen Helmes
Battle Ground, Washington

He shall feed his flock like
a shepherd: he shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry
them in his bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with
young.

Isaiah 40:11

In Loving Memory of my Dear Sister,In Loving Memory of my Dear Sister,In Loving Memory of my Dear Sister,In Loving Memory of my Dear Sister,
Nancy HelmesNancy HelmesNancy HelmesNancy Helmes

Who went to be with the Lord on July 11, 2006Who went to be with the Lord on July 11, 2006Who went to be with the Lord on July 11, 2006Who went to be with the Lord on July 11, 2006

Wings of the AngelsWings of the AngelsWings of the AngelsWings of the Angels
A gentle wind blew ‘cross the land,
Reaching out to take a hand,
For on the winds the angel came,
Calling out a mother’s name.

Left behind, the children’s tears
Loving memories of the years
Of joy and love, a life well spent,
And now to God a mother’s sent.

On angels’ wings, a heavenly flight
The journey home, toward the light,
To those who weep, a life is gone,
But in God’s love, ‘tis but the dawn.

Tim Chambers

Now Nancy is with the Lord in joy eternally. We thank and
praise Him for his love and grace.

Eunice (and husband, Wayne) Kinnunen
Lake Worth, Florida
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Annual Meeting
2007 Convention

The 99th Annual Meeting of the Apostolic Lutheran Church
of America will be hosted by the Eastside Greer Apostolic
Lutheran Church, and will take place June 28, 2007 at USC
Upstate Spartanburg, South Carolina.

In accordance with the Bylaws, the Annual Reports will be
read, the members of the Central Board, the Eastern Mission
Board, the Western Mission Board, and the Southern Mission
Board will be elected. All matters will be considered and acted
upon. Congregations are requested to send their delegates to this
meeting.

The schedule of meetings and services is as follows:
Tuesday, June 26 • Ministers’ meeting 9:00 am to

5:00 pm at the Eastside Apostolic
Lutheran Church, Greer, SC.

Wednesday, June 27 • Ministers’ meeting 9:00 am to
noon.

• National Sunday School Meeting
1:00 to 5:00 pm at the Eastside
Apostolic Lutheran Church, Greer

Thursday, June 28 • Annual Business Meeting 9:30 am
to 5:00 pm at USC Upstate
Spartanburg South Carolina. 

• The Foreign Mission Business
Meeting will immediately follow
the Annual Business Meeting.

Devotional services will be held in the morning, afternoon,
and evening, beginning on Thursday, June 28th and continuing
through Sunday, July 1st. Ministers, members, and the general
public are invited to participate in these services. The meetings
will be held in conjunction with the devotional services.

On behalf of the Central Board of the
Apostolic Lutheran Church of America,

Richard Juuti, Chairman
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Annual Convention 
in South Carolina

Eastside Apostolic Lutheran Church, the host congregation,
together with the Rutherford Road congregation, invites you to
attend the 99th Annual Convention of the Apostolic Lutheran
Church of America. The Convention will be held at USC Up-
state’s Spartanburg campus from June 28th–July 1st, 2007.

The Ministers’ meeting, the Central Board meeting, and the
Sunday School delegates’ meeting will all be held at the Eastside
church Monday through Wednesday, with the Annual Meeting
at USC on Thursday. Devotional services will be held beginning
Thursday morning and continue through Sunday evening at
USC. Wednesday evening services will be at the Eastside church.

Information on housing and RV accommodations have been
sent to all congregations. Additional information will be posted
on our website at www.eastsidealc.com. For maps and direc-
tions, click on the link to USC UPSTATE, or call the Church at
864/895-4008. For more details, please contact Miriam Aho,
Housing Chairperson, at 864/895-6960 or 864/483-0179.

We have chosen “Loving beyond Ourselves” as an overall
theme for the Convention. Our prayer is that God’s spirit of true
Christian love and unity would prevail throughout the meetings
and services, enabling and empowering us to truly love beyond
our human limitations, as Christ loves us. As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. (John
15:9)

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity! . . . for there the Lord commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore. (Psalm 133 1, 3)

We ask for your prayers that God’s blessings will be with us
during this time together. 

In behalf of the Eastside Convention Committee,
Pastor Raymond Hilman

Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all
the words of this life.

Acts 5:20
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Speaking Schedule for 
Martti Vähäkangas 

Preacher from Finland

June 26- July 1 Annual Church Convention, South Carolina
July 2- July 4 Travel/Rest
July 5 New Ipswich, New Hampshire
July 6 Ashburnham, Massachusetts
July 7 Travel
July 8 Tapiola, Michigan
July 9 Painesdale, MI
July 10 Travel
July 11 Ironwood, MI
July 12 Pike, Minnesota
July 13 New York Mills, MN
July 14 Rest
July 15 Spruce Grove, MN
July 16 Minneapolis North, MN
July 17 Travel
July 18 Seattle, Washington
July 19 Astoria, Oregon
July 20 Portland, OR
July 21 Rest
July 22 Hockinson, WA

How beautiful upon the mountains are the
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of
good, that publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

Isaiah 52:7
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        Thanks for MotherThanks for MotherThanks for MotherThanks for Mother

Thanks to God for precious mothers
Who, with love and tender care,
Labor for their little children;
Never tire or despair;
Every day and through the night-time
Children’s problems, little cares
Come to Mother, precious Mother,
And she solves them with her prayers.

Thanks to God for Christian mothers
Who have shown the way to God
With a life of dedication;
On the narrow path have trod.
Precious moments when dear Mother,
With the Bible on her knee,
Teaches little hearts of Jesus
And his love on Calvary.

Thanks to God for my own mother,
For her care so patiently;
Right from wrong she always showed me,
And her prayers still follow me.
Special thanks today to Mother;
Special thanks to God above
For a loving, Christian mother
Who has taught me of God’s love.

Let us all now thank the Saviour
In a special way today
For a mother who has led us
In the straight and narrow way.
Of the many things He gives us,
It is hard to find compare
To a mother’s love for children
In a home where God is there.

Shirley Davis


